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Dear Friends, 
 
Happy Anniversary!  On October 9, we are celebrating our anniversary.  Now what 
to give?  First anniversary is paper, fifth is wood, 10th is tin or aluminum.  Fifteenth is 
crystal, twentieth china, and twenty-fifth silver.  The perfect gift for thirtieth is 
pearls, fortieth rubies, and fiftieth gold.  What do we give for our 150th anniversary?   
 
Here are a few suggestions to celebrate our church’s sesquicentennial anniversary.   
 
 

Gifts you can give the church: 
 
 Serve someone.  Identify someone in the church who needs encouragement and support.  Visit them.  

Take a meal to them.  Write a note telling them you are thinking and praying for them. 
 Soon we will be collecting items for thanksgiving meals for Community Child Care.  This year we in-

creased our number to 20 meals.  Why not shop and pay for a whole meal?  Offering your time for the 
logistics of putting the meals together and delivering them? 

 Visit a neighbor.  Take some time to simply ask questions and listen. 

 Look at your regular giving to the church.  What percentage is it compared to how much money you are 
earning?  Does it reflect your gratitude for all that God has done in your life? 

 Is there a place in the church the Holy Spirit may be leading you?  Serving on the Missions, Discipleship 
and Education, or Membership Ministry Unit?  Your time, ideas, and creativity is important to the future 
of this church.  Is becoming an elder and serving on the session a possibly?  Now that would be a great 
anniversary gift! 

 Have you included the church in your estate planning?  What kind of legacy are you leaving for future 
ministry and mission?  Have you considered Pay It Forward (brochures in the narthex)?  We have a pro-
gram for money to bless people’s lives in the future, some who are not yet born.   

 In this issue you will see the difficult decision we are making to remove the maple tree in the front of the 
sanctuary.  Two professionals have recommended removing it due to its health (just like the one that just 
feel in the cemetery) and location so close to the sanctuary.    Another anniversary gift giving some mon-
ey towards a new tree.   

 
The scripture reminds us to be generous and ready to share (1 Timothy 6:18).  Happy Anniversary to us!  
 
Love and Prayers, 



 

 

The congregation has elected Lois Foxall, Al Ballenger, Ed Covington, and Bill Keene to the honored status of 
Elder Emeritus.  With gratitude and affection, we thank these individuals for serving Jesus Christ with dedica-
tion, creativity, and passion.  They will join Powell Stamper who was elected Elder Emeritus in 1980.   

 

Lois W. Foxall – class of 2001, also serving 
as Director of Christian Education, Stephen 
Ministry director, Caregiver Support leader.  
One of her favorite callings is helping people 
through difficult times and sharing life expe-
riences with people. 

H. Allen Ballenger, Jr. – class of 1970, 
1974, and 1998, also serving as deacon, El-
der Nominating Committee, taught Sunday 
school classes.  He enjoyed organizing a col-
lege age group called Logos and presently is 
quick to greet people on Sundays.    

Edward R. Covington – class of 2001, 
along with serving on Pastoral Nominating 
and Elder Nominating committees, Person-
nel committee, leading Sunday school and 
connection groups.  His favorite calling was 
chairing the Personnel Committee enjoying 
working with staff and stepping up to the 
challenges. 

William E. Keene – class 1975, 1977, 2001, 
also serving as Clerk of Session, deacon, 
Stephen Ministry, Personnel Committee, 
teaching Discipleship, and delivering Home-
bound Meals for over 25 years.  His favorite 
was working with youth and serving meals.   



 

HOT FUN IN THE SUMMERTIME 

What were you doing the first weekend in 
September this year? About thirty of us had 
a fantabulous time at NaCoMe. The weather 
was ideal and the setting idyllic.  

What was there to do there, you ask? We 
reconnected with old friends and got to know 
new friends better. We looked for God—and 
found Him all around us. We fun-yakked 
around the lake and tried to stand up on their 
new portable floating islands. We climbed a 
rock wall. We threw axes. We zip-lined into 
the swimming hole. We played GaGa ball. 
We joined forces with Donelson Presbyteri-
an for games, campfire singing, and s’mores. 
And while we rocked on our porches, we felt 
sorry for all you people who missed out on 
our fun. Don’t let us miss you again next 
year! Plan for it now: September 11-13, 
2020. 



At the time of the war Hendersonville was a small unincorpo-
rated agricultural community of less than 100 residents. However, we 
did have a railway station which was a stop on the Louisville to Nash-
ville route and also the Louisville to Nashville toll road. Accordingly, 
the Union forces had a detachment here to monitor coming and going 
and used the Methodist Church as their headquarters and barracks. Af-
ter the war was over there was devastation everywhere - currency was 
worthless, no jobs, occupation by the Union, property rights were very 
tentative, confiscation of property. In his second inaugural address 
President Lincoln called for a soft peace after the war - " with malice 
toward none" he said. But Lincoln was assassinated and the feeling in 
the North was "Make them pay."  So things were tough around here, 

and as Powell Stamper wrote in this history of the church, "A Century Plus 5 years" " it was a most inoppor-
tune time to start a church or for that matter any new undertaking."  But through God’s help and the help of the 
Presbyterian Church in Gallatin and Nashville Presbytery our little church was founded and build in 1869.  
And this is the structure we are in today.  Al Ballenger 
 
My great, great grandfather James G. Martin was one of the seventeen charter members in 1869.  He married 
Mary Ann Donelson.  He was an elder for 33 years.  Then my grandfather also James G. Martin raised two 
sons helping around the church, Harold and James.  Their responsibility was lighting the pot belly stove to 
warm the sanctuary for worship.  I was baptized in the Presbyterian Church in Gallatin because our church was 
closed at the time.  John Martin 
 
The Bluegrass Line to Gallatin was one of two Interurban train lines constructed in Nashville during the early 
1900’s.  Visiting ministers from Nashville or Seminary students from Louisville would ride the train to Hen-
dersonville, hold services at the church, have a meal with one of the church families, and return to Nashville on 
the 4 o’clock special.  The Gallatin line closed in 1932 after almost 20 years in operation.  Many of the Inter-
urban lines across the country closed due to pressure from the automobile and the advent of paved roads. 
Wayne  Huddleston 
 
It was after the War Between the States that a group of approximately 10 believers formed Hendersonville 
First Presbyterian Church in the trading community of Hendersonville Tennessee.  Over the past 150 years the 
events of the times effected the size of the membership. The membership hovered around 20-30 and rose as 
high as 73. The Great Depression of the 30’s saw membership dwindle because families had to move in order 
to survive and care for their families. The membership rose a little after the depression but WWII and the 
1940’s saw a drastic cut in membership because folks went off to fight or to work in the factories supporting 

the war effort. Membership dropped so low 
the church closed its doors and the members 
went to Gallatin.  In 1951, 22 members saw 
a need to once again serve Christ and the 
community of Hendersonville and the doors 
reopened growing to 60 members by 1955. 
As the 60’s came around WWII baby boom-
ers flocked to the City by the Lake and 
membership climbed steadily from 287 in 
1967 to 572 in 1980. Membership over the 
past 30 plus years has gone up and down 
where today 150 years later it’s close to 200 
believers excited about serving Christ and 
the community just like their church ances-
tors did long, long ago, joyfully moving into 
the future where all are welcome.  Steve 
Martin 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church – Sesquicentennial Anniversary

Mary Martin, Organist Virginia Duffett, Choir Director 



   

– Sesquicentennial Anniversary 

The women have been a vital part of this church since its beginning in 1869 when ten of the seventeen found-
ing members were women.  They were in charge as Sunday school teachers, organist, musical directors, head 
of Vacation Bible school, family night dinner organizers, meals for people returning home from the hospital, 
flower calendar which had every Sunday filled, nursery and they were in charge of church missions.  There 
was a small amount of money for missions in church budget but the majority of the mission funds came from 
fundraisers that the women planned and executed.  These ladies bought a pump organ, raised money for a new 
roof, and raised money to pay down debt of the kitchen and three new classrooms and other church needs 
throughout the years.  In 1955, when the church reopened after being closed for a period of time, the women 
reorganized as Women of the Church with programs developed to closely follow those set up by the Presbyter-
ian Church USA.  In 1969, the first women were elected to the official boards of the church: Peggy Bateman 
was elected to the diaconate and Mrs. Jelinck was elected to the Class of elders 1969.  The women were the 
ones handling missions until 1979.  They made items all year to sell at an annual bazaar.  Monies raised went 
to missions.  The Women started their famous Taste and Tells in 1981 with their first cookbook.  These were 
well known throughout the community and lasted through 1999 with monies raised going to missions. Brenda 
Hubbell 

 
There have been many additions and improvements to 
our church in the past 150 years, starting with electricity 
in 1910.  This was followed by indoor plumbing (no 
more out houses).  Next on the list came office space and 
Sunday school rooms (for a while a bus was used for 
Sunday school) in 1955.  In 1963 an educational building 
was added , connected to the sanctuary, and air condi-
tioned.  So, we’re now warm in winter/cool in summer as 
we are today! Cathy Y oung 
 
Beginning in 1963 the decision was made by the church 
at the request of Mrs. Joyce Beasley, a certified teacher, 
to start a certified kindergarten program in September.  
At that time, public school education in Sumner County 
started with first grade.  The kindergarten program was to 
be operated on a self-sustaining basis with a director and 
at least one additional teacher.  To help finance this first 

year, Session voted to advance the school $500 to be repaid with tuition receipts.  The kindergarten program 
enjoyed ten years of very successful operation.  Beginning with the 1972-73 school year, kindergarten classes 
were phased into the public schools of Sumner County.    Understandably enrollment in the Presbyterian Kin-
dergarten was reduced, and the program ran through the 1973-74 school year.  The school evolved into the 
present “Day School” ministry which serves young families and preschool children ages 1-5.  The goal today 
is to help young children gain the social and academic skills necessary for success as they enter school.   Jack-
ie Decker 
 
Before our first full-time in 1958, we called 22 pastors, all extremely educated men.  Some were ordained min-
isters and some were seminary students.  They shared their time between two, three, and four churches.  The 
churches in this group included Hendersonville, Madison, Shiloh, Buffalo Valley and Hermitage.  During the 
period of pastor sharing we shared our church with the Methodist congregation because a fire destroyed their 
church and the Baptist congregation while they built a new church.  The pastors and congregation were faced 
with many tough decisions during this period.  Through prayer and hard work they survived to offer us a rich 
history and future. Mary Lu Batey 
 
Grave sites were purchased from the church for $5 per site.  Amanda Gowen Dunn, wife of Albert Dunn, was 
the first person buried here on September 15, 1869.  General Daniel Smith Donelson died in 1863 in East Ten-
nessee but his body was not moved here until after his wife died in 1871.  The last burial was Bessie Mills 
Doxey on April 12, 1972.  Barry Ingram 

Sanctuary after church reorganization in 1955 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 5 

  7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

 10:00 am Bless-
ing of the Ani-
mals 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

10:00 am Worship & 
Picnic at Sanders Ferry 
Park – Communion 

Praise Band Concert to 
follow 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

10:30 am Wom-
en’s Book Group 

6:00 pm Missions 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Commu-
nity Singers Prac-
tice 

 

10:30 am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:00 pm Life 
Issues Support 
Group 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Budget & 
Finance Meeting 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

Michael-Study 
Leave 

150th Anniversary!! 

Michael-
Study Leave 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Michael-Study 
Leave 

9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

7:00 am Room in the 
Inn 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Pastor Recep-
tion in MH 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

6:30 pm Book 
Club 

7:00 pm Commu-
nity Singers Prac-
tice 

 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

Window Deadline 

Presbytery 
Meeting – 
Second Pres-
byterian 
(Nashville) 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

10:00 am Choir 
Rehearsal 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship – 
Recognition of Elder 
Emeriti 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

3:00 pm Hymn Festival 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

6:00 pm Educa-
tion Meeting 

6:00 pm Member-
ship Meeting 

7:00 pm Commu-
nity Singers Prac-
tice 

7:00 pm Session 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language Class 

27 28 29 30 31     

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Celebration 
Meal 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am Crochet 
Group 

7:00 pm Commu-
nity Singers Prac-
tice 

 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

   *** Note *** 

NA Meetings 

on Monday & 

Wednesday at 

7:00 pm 

  

October 2019 



SERMON SCHEDULE 

October 6 – Keep the Fire Going, 2 Timothy 1:1-14  

                     (worship at Sander’s Ferry Park) 

October 13 – Tim Reynolds preaching (recognizing past pastors) 

October 20 – Serving Christ through our service to others,  

                       2 Corinthians 4:1-12  

October 27 – What’s Next?  Exodus 3:1-10 (150 celebration meal)  

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayer for congregational members 

 Approved minutes from August 19th 

 Reviewed and approved financial reports 
and Ministry Unit reports 

 Received pastor’s report 

******************************************************

Schedule of Upcoming Events 
 
October 6 - Worship and Picnic at Sanders Ferry Park     
  Begins at 10:00 a.m. 
            Proclamation from the city 
  Praise Band concert following 
     
October 13 - Special worship service with previous pastors 
  Tim Reynolds preaching 
  Presentation from the PCUSA 
  Pastor Reception in Martin Hall 
 
October 20 - Worship/Recognition of Elder Emeriti 
  Hymn Festival  3:00 p.m. in sanctuary  
    
October 27 - Celebration worship service with bagpipes 
  Proclamation from the state 
  Celebration meal after worship 

****************************************************************************************
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In our continuing commemoration 

of First Presbyterian’s 150th An-

niversary, we are inviting the 

Community to our Global Hymn 

Festival on Sunday, October 20th 

at 3:00 p.m. in the historic church 

sanctuary. 

We are excited to share the many 

musical talents of our church in-

cluding the Choir, the Praise 

Band, and the Bell Choir, as they 

collaborate with the audience to 

present hymns from home and 

abroad with the theme “In Christ 

There Is No East or West.” 

What a unique way to hear and 

sing hymns from across the world 

and know Christ is being served 

bidden or unbidden.  This collabo-

ration of musical artists and the 

audience will provide an uplifting 

and unforgettable afternoon for 

you and the family. 

On the afternoon of September 10th a large visually healthy maple tree fell on the educational building causing 

severe roof and interior water damage.  Very fortunately for us, it did not fall against the wooden structure of the 

sanctuary. This event triggered an examination of other trees which are in close proximity to the church building. 

The large maple at the very front of the sanctuary was of particular concern. The 

properties committee obtained two expert opinions related to the health of this tree. 

Both of these experts independently determined that the tree was diseased and recom-

mended that it be removed. The elm on the parking lot side of the building is in better 

condition but is also concerning due to location and overhanging limbs. 

If either of these trees fall against the wood structure sanctuary building, the damage 

would be extreme to the point that it would be mostly destroyed. 

Therefore the properties committee is recommending that these trees be removed and 

later replaced by a carefully selected native variety in a less concerning location. 



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  
Thru August 2019 

 
Revenue    $ 188,228.43 
Expenses   $ 225,876.33 
Shortfall    $  -37,647.90 

    2  - Andrew Haag 

    4  - Mary Kay Campbell 

    5  - Lynda Applewhite 

    7  - Jim Applewhite 

    9  - Jean Getter 

  13  - Amy Bleich 

 Patricia Scott 

   15  - Jenny Sibomana 

 Robin Schultz 

   16  - Connie Booze 

   17  - Mason Thompson 

   19  - Bloma Hale 

   23  - Karen Scott 

   24  - Bud Anderson 

 Debby Reno 

   25  - Conn McConnell 

   27  - Glenda Watson 

   28  - Allyson Estepp 

   30  - Bill Keene 

   31  - George Burnham 

 Brenda Heinrich 


