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Dear Friends,  

 

Do you love your neighbor as yourself?  Jesus has a conversation with a scribe who 
asks the question that gives us this summary of the Ten Commandments.  Jesus first 
establishes the priority of loving God, love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.  Basically, love 
the Lord your God with everything you have.  Then, Jesus adds a second command-
ment that summarizes the last six commandments about our relationships with peo-
ple, love your neighbor as yourself (Mark 12:28-31). 

 
 

Do you love your neighbor as yourself?  I guess it depends on what neighbor?  G.K. Chesterton once said, 
“The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and also to love our enemies; probably because they are generally 
the same people.”  Jesus does not distinguish between our neighbors.  In the story of the Good Samaritan, 
Jesus identifies our neighbor as the person who is in need (Luke 10:25-37).  If we are honest, some people 
are difficult to love, especially some family members, co-workers, and politicians from the other party.  It 
would be easier to select those we want to love.  Jesus does not give that option.   

 

The motivation and strength to love our neighbor comes from Jesus first loving us.  We love because he 
first loved us (1 John 4:19).  The key to loving others is knowing ourselves.  Jesus loves us no matter what.  
No matter where we have been.  No matter what we have done.  No matter what people say about us.  No 
matter what.  Jesus came after us when our lives were a mess.  Sinful and selfish to the core.  Jesus proved 
his love for us by dying for us while we were still sinners (Romans 5:8).   

 

Once we know ourselves and our brokenness, we can love others.  In her sermon in the Journal for Preach-
ers, Caitlyn Hathaway suggests brokenness is mutual and universal.  “Once we recognize that we are just as 
broken as everyone else, though maybe in different ways, the walls that divide us can start to come down – 
walls made of prejudice, pride, and fear – and we can start to move on to real love for one another.”        

 

The Bible proclaims we are all sinners and we are all loved by God.  Author and Priest, Henri Nouwen 
writes eloquently about God’s love in his book Life of the Beloved.  “From all eternity, long before you 
were born and became a part of history, you existed in God’s heart.  Long before your parents admired you 
or your friends acknowledged your gifts or your teachers, colleagues, and employers encouraged you, you 
were already ‘chosen.’  The eyes of love had seen you as precious, as of infinite beauty, as of eternal val-
ue.” 

 

Wow!  Since you are loved, you can love your neighbor as yourself.   

 

May we love more and more, like we are loved. 

 

Love and Prayers, 



 

 

  DISCIPLESHIP AND EDUCATION 

 
 As we seek to “respond to God’s love and grace, by serving 
Christ through service to others,” the Ministry Unit for Discipleship 
and Education is especially aware of the importance of telling God’s 
story and sharing His mission for those who worship Him. 

 

 We try to do that by organizing activities through Sunday School programs, Vacation Bible School, 
Youth Ministry and special Bible studies.  We try to reach specific goals as we plan these activities.  We, espe-
cially want to nurture our children in their spiritual growth.  In order to do so we provide a Sunday School pro-
gram that will engage their interest and show them that they are valued by their church family.  For many years 
our Children’s Sunday School program was in the hands of Karen Baylor and Jana Cleveland, and we thank 
them for their faithful service to our church and, especially, to our children.  This year Tonya Elkins-Brew has 
taken up this challenge and is working with our children on a study of some Old Testament stories and charac-
ters. 

  

 Our Co-Moderators are Courtney Masters and Gloria Deaner.  We have begun planning for continuing 
a program of recreational and service programs for our senior and junior high students.  We are working on 
hiring two to four people to work part time as Associate Leaders in our Youth Program for middle and high 
school young people.  Response to our recruiting efforts has been disappointing, so we are encouraging all 
members of the congregation who may know of someone (at least 19 years old) who might be interested in 
these positions to contact Gloria or Courtney. 
 

 Recognizing that the pace of life and the complexity of family scheduling has had an impact on the 
choices families (especially parents) must make, we are especially sensitive to the pressures those choices can 
have on a Sunday morning.  “That’s the only morning we have to sleep a little later.”  “We have to rush around 
in the morning all week; we need one day not to be in a hurry.”  “Getting to worship on time is about all we 
can manage.”  Therefore, we are considering whether finding a way to offer Christian Education to children 
and families on a day other than Sunday and/or at a time other than 9:00 a.m. would make participation more 
likely. 

  

 Jesus loved children.  “Let the little children come to me and do not keep them from me, for the king-
dom of God belongs to them.”  Luke 18:16 
  

 The Ministry Unit on Discipleship and Education is charged with developing pathways for all of God’s 
children to come to Him.  We take our mission seriously and we invite all of our FPC family to help us in cre-
ating and building those pathways.  We ask for your prayers for this Ministry Unit and encourage you to offer 
your time and your talents in service to the Discipleship and Education program of FPC. 
 

 

***************************************************************************************** 

 

The mission of the month for September in HomeSafe, Inc.  Our congregation is 
providing $ 1,000 this year to support their mission to provide safety and support to 
people impacted by domestic and sexual abuse, to foster survivors’ healing and em-
powerment, and to promote nonviolence and social justice in our community.  Those 
coming to HomeSafe for shelter often leave their homes with nothing but what they 
are wearing, so they are always in need of supplies.   If you wish to help out individ-
ually, you can check their website for a full list of items needed at homesafeinc.org .  
Please keep this ministry in your prayers. 



 
Everyone year we elect an Elder Nominating Committee at the Annual Congre-
gational Meeting.  This year we have chosen Laurie Dishman, Kathy Camp-
bell, Tom Williams, Jim Applewhite, and Paul Decker.  Kelly Horton and JT 
Thompson are the elders moderating.  They will spend the first few meetings 
studying scripture passages, articles, and the Book of Order, along with praying 
together.  Their goal is to discern who God may be calling to serve the church 
as an elder.   

 

The role of elder is vital for the health and leadership of the church.  In his 
book The Emotionally Healthy Church, Peter Scazzero says, “the overall health of any church or ministry de-
pends primarily on the emotional and spiritual health of its leadership” (both elders and pastor).   If you are 
ready to grow in new ways, share your leadership by serving others, develop your spiritual gifts, learn more 
about the how the church works, develop closer relationships with others, and have lots of fun, the Spirit may 
be urging you to consider becoming an elder.   

 

If you know someone (including yourself) who you would like to recommend, please pass the name onto one 
of the people mentioned above. 
 

***************************************************************************************** 

 

Saltshakers (Adult Fellowship) invites you to their Summer Gathering on 
Saturday, September 14, 2019, at the home of James & Kelly Horton, 102 
Meadow Court, Hendersonville, TN 37075.  We will gather at 5:30 p.m. 
and enjoy fellowship poolside. 

 

All Adults in the church are encouraged to come and fellowship with one 
another.  Please bring what you would like to drink and an appetizer, side 
dish, or dessert!  We look forward to fellowship with our church family. 
 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

 

Want to make new connections?  Join a Connection Group 

 

What are Connection Groups?  Connection Groups are a small group pro-
gram which allows people to come together on a regular basis to share 
personal experiences, to discuss ideas and answer spiritual questions.  
Connection Groups usually consist of 8 – 12 people who commit to meet 
on a regular basis (usually once a week) for three sessions of 8 -10 weeks 
throughout the year.  Meetings of 2-3 hours include time for fellowship, 
study, discussion, and prayer.  In addition to these meetings, Connection 
Group members support each other in times of need by providing prayer, 
meals, visits and emotional support. 

 

Each group chooses a time and place for meeting that is comfortable for 
them.  They establish their own format.  Some meet at the same place 
every week; others rotate locations.  Some have a regular facilitator who 
leads discussions; others rotate this role.  Some share light refreshments; 
others share a meal every week.  Most focus on discussion of each week’s 
sermon using the notes included in the Bulletin.  Some share a Bible 
study or a book.   

 

Our Connection Groups are gearing up to begin a new year during the 
week of September 8th.  If you think you might be interested in becoming 
part of a Connection Group or have additional questions, please contact 
Terry Wright at (615) 692-9972 or terlynwri@yahoo.com. 

Connection Group Schedule 

9/8/19—12/1/19  =  12 weeks 

(no notes on Thanksgiving week) 

1/12/20—3/1/20  =  8 weeks 

3/22/20—5/12/20  =  8 weeks 

(no notes for Palm Sunday, 4/5)  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schedule of Upcoming Events 
 

 September 21 - Cemetery Tour (rain date September 28)     2:00—6:00 p.m. 
 
 October 6 -  Worship and Picnic at Sanders Ferry Park    Begins at 10:00 a.m. 
              Praise Band concert following 
    Proclamation from the city 
 
 October 13 -  Special worship service with previous pastors 
    Tim Reynolds preaching 
    Presentation from the General Assembly of Presbyterian Church 
    Pastor Reception in Martin Hall 
 
 October 20 -  Worship and Recognition of Elder Emeritus individuals 
    Hymn Festival in sanctuary    3:00 p.m. 
 
 October 27 -  Celebration worship service with bagpipes 
    Proclamation from the state 
    Celebration meal after worship 
 
**************************************************************************************** 

Major James G. Martin, Jr. 
married General Donelson’s 
daughter.  In 1869, I was one 

of three that purchased the 
plot of land for $234.37 and 
1/2 cent to build the FPC and 

cemetery on. 

General Daniel Smith Donelson 
who called Hazel Path home 

along with his wife and 11 children 

John M. Shute 
was married to daughter of Gen-
eral Donelson and was a member 

of the church.  



   
As many of you may know, Allison and I attended the British/French Organ Music 
Seminar this past July.  It was truly a trip of a lifetime.  We got to hear and play or-
gans in the well-known churches and cathedrals in England and France and work 
with some very renown organists and teachers.  There were also some smaller, lesser 
known churches that we visited and the organs there were truly wonderful as well.  
Over the years, I have heard recordings of many of these organs but being able to 
play them, even for just a few minutes was like being a kid in a candy store.  Unfor-
tunately, I can’t go into great detail about the trip as this would become a short 
book.  So, I thought I would share some of the highlights. 

 

Our trip began in London, where we visited St. Paul’s Cathedral and attended an Evensong service followed by 
an organ recital.  Following the recital, we got to play the organ.  Each person only got about five minutes at the 
organ, but it was certainly worth it.  Probably the high point for me in England was a trip to Cambridge to attend 
an Evensong service and recital at King’s College.  For years, I have collected recordings by the world-famous 
King’s College Choir, but to hear them in person in their chapel was nothing short of heavenly.  It was also spe-
cial because Stephen Cleobury, the director of the choir since 1982, was retiring and this marked his final week-
end at King’s.  Another interesting church we visited in London was St. George’s Hanover Square Church.  This 
church was known as the church that George Frederic Handel attended.  The organ here was one of the newest 
organs that we visited, being only a few years old.  Also, it was not built in Europe, but in Tennessee.   

 

Our next stop was Paris.  I have always loved French organ music and the 
French organs are the most unique organs in the world, as the French have 
their own style of organ building, especially due to the 19th century organ 
builder Aristide Cavaillé-Coll.  Again, too many places to go into detail here, 
but probably the high point for me was getting to play the organ at St. Clotil-
de Church were Cesar Franck served as organist.  Franck, who is probably 
my favorite French composer, wrote his music with this organ in mind.  For 
years, the previous organists would not allow Americans to play the instru-
ment. We were told that we would not be able to visit this church on this trip.  
However, one of our group leaders decided that since we were only a few 
blocks away, we should at least go by and see the church and the organ.  A 
few of us did and not only did we get to hear the organ, the organist allowed 
us to play it.  We also played the organ at St. Sulpice Church where Charles-
Marie Widor (the composer of my Easter postlude) was organist.  St, Sulpice, 
is known for the thirty-minute organ recital each Sunday following the 11:00 
am Mass.   

 

The final leg of the trip was to the Alsace region of France.  This area is near the German border, so there was a 
very strong German influence, including the organs.  Several organs we visited were built by the 18th century or-
gan builder Gottfried Silbermann.  Silbermann was good friends with Johann Sebastian Bach.  Our leader for this 
trip was the world renown organist and teacher, Daniel Roth, who is the main organist at St. Sulpice.  He was 
from this area of France.  We got to work with him in several master-
classes.  Allison got to have an extra private lesson with him.  The final 
day in Alsace, I got to play on the closing recital in a church in Pfaffen-
heim.   

 

For the final part of the trip, a small group of us were to return to Paris to 
play the organ at the Cathedral of Notre Dame. However, the fire this 
past spring prevented that.  Instead, we visited two organs in the city of 
Nancy.  Our leader for this trip was Johann Vexo, who is one of the or-
ganists at Notre Dame.  He was playing for the Mass when the fire broke 
out.  He was a gracious host and made everyone feel at home. 

 

After being organists for two weeks, Allison and I spent a few extra days 
in Paris being tourists.  If you look at our pictures on our phones, you 
will see a lot of pictures, mostly of churches, organs and food.  This was 
a trip of a lifetime and I look forward to doing this again sometime in the 
future.  -  Tony Williams 

Master  Class with Daniel Roth 

Allison & Tony with  
Johann Vexo 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

Michael – Study Leave 

Labor Day – 
Office Closed 

 

10:30 am Wom-
en’s Book 
Group 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercol-
or Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

1:00 pm Blood 
Drive 

6:00 pm Local 
Missions Meeting 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

NaCome All-
Church Retreat 

9:00 am Sign 
Language 
Class 

NaCome All-
Church Re-
treat 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

7:00 am Room in the 
Inn 

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship-
Communion 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

NaCome All-Church 
Retreat 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

6:30 pm Book 
Club 

 

10:30 am Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

11:00 am Staff 
Meeting 

6:00 pm Life 
Issues Support 
Group 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercol-
or Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Budget & 
Finance Meeting 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language 
Class 

5:30 pm Adult 
Fellowship-
Horton’s 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

6:00 pm Educa-
tion Meeting 

6:00 pm Mem-
bership Meeting 

7:00 pm Session 
Meeting 

 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercol-
or Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

Window Deadline 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language 
Class 

2:00 pm Cem-
etery Tour 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercol-
or Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign 
Language 
Class 

Cemetery Tour 
(Rain Date) 

29 30           

9:00 am Sunday 
School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

  

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

 

         *** Note *** 

NA Meetings 
on Monday & 
Wednesday at 
7:00 pm 

September 2019 



SERMON SCHEDULE 

September 1 – Tom Tyndall, guest preacher (Michael on study leave) 
September 8 – Intentionally putting our lives in God’s hands, Jeremiah 18:1-11 (Communion) 
September 15 – Christ came to save sinners, 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
September 22 – Praying for our government, 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
September 29 – How to live generously, 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Thru July 2019 
 

Revenue    $ 168,374.07 
Expenses   $ 194,581.91 
Shortfall    $  -26,207.84 

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayed for congregational members 

 Approved minutes from June 17th 

 Approved minutes from Congregational Meetings on June 23rd & July 21st  

 Transferred Lisa Vercauteren to Caldwell PC, Charlotte, NC 

 Approved Kate Melby’s request for her son Elliot’s baptism for December 29th  

 Heard presbytery meeting report 

 Approved Ministry Unit reports 

 Heard pastor’s report 

The Presbyterian Day School 
teachers and staff want to extend 
a great big THANK YOU to the 
congregation for all of the school 
supplies that were donated last 
month.  Your support means so 
much, not only to the teachers, 
but to the kids you are helping. 

The Evening Book Club is reading Faith Unraveled, “How a Girl 
who knew all the Answers Learned to ask Questions,” by Rachel Held 
Evans. Evans is a Tennessee author who grew up in Rhea County, 
Dayton, Tennessee—Home of the infamous “Scopes Trial.” This 
book was highly recommended by Jana Cleveland. 

 

We meet the second Monday evening monthly for discussion.  Our 
discussion of Faith Unraveled is scheduled Monday, September 9th, 
at 6:30 p.m. in Room 202.  We would love to have you join us. 

Hendersonville Community Blood Drive 

Where:  FPC—Martin Hall 

Date: Thursday, September 5th 

From:  1:00—6:00 p.m. 

Please call 1-800-733-2767 

or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter 

HendersonvilleCM to schedule an appt.  



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

  3  - Danielle Holdren 

 Susan Garrett 

  5  - Nita Anderson 

 Paul Decker 

  9  - Alex Masters 

 Janna Willis 

 10  - Gloria Wales 

 Wayne Huddleston 

 15  - Bev Kerman 

 Sharon Bodkin 

 16  - Allison Williams 

 17  - Sandy Keene 

 Laurie Dishman 

 18  - Jennifer Frazier 

 Mary Leah Venable 

 20  - Ben Batey 

 Sherry Tarbutton 

 23  - Evelyn Kemp 

 24  - Jo McCrary 

 27  - Stan Campbell 

 29  - Barry Ingram 


