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Dear Friends, 
 
An artist asked the gallery owner if there had been any interest in his paintings on dis-
play at the time.  “I have good news and bad news,” the owner replied.  “The good 
news is that a gentleman inquired about your work and wondered if it would appreciate 
in value after your death.  When I told him it would, he bought all 15 of your paint-
ings.”  “That’s wonderful,” the artist exclaimed.  “What’s the bad news?”  “The guy 
was your doctor!” 
 
Psalm 90 is very honest about life and death.  Life is hard and death is inevitable.  It 
tells us we will turn back to dust after 70, maybe 80 years.  Our lives are like grass that 

is new in the morning but withers in the evening.  There seems to be some discussion about God’s anger mixed 
into the writer’s prayer.  God knows our secret sins.  That’s not good news!  Life is full of toil and trouble.  
The conclusion?  Teach us to number our days and use wisdom on how we use our toilsome days.  How is that 
for encouragement? 
 
There is some good news.  As the Psalm progresses, the writer moves from days passing by in wrath and years 
ending with a sigh (verse 9) to God making us glad for the days we have and years we can experience God’s 
favor (verses 15-17).  Finally, a little favor.  That is the word for grace – God’s covenant of love that is invin-
cible and everlasting.   
 
Help us to number our days.  In his commentary, James Mays reflects on the reality of life.  “The young think 
they are immortal, the old despair because their time is over.  Time is a burden when we have to wait, a scarci-
ty when we are busy.  It is the source of anxiety, illusion, and remorse.  Wisdom, in contrast, sees the time giv-
en us as a unique opportunity.” 
 
Isaac Watts wrote about this psalm in his hymn, O God Our Help in Ages Past.   

 
O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come.  Our shelter from the stormy blast and 
our eternal home.   
Time like an ever rolling stream bears all of us away; we fly, forgotten as a dream dies at the 
opening day. 
O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come.  Be now our guide while life shall last, 
and our eternal home.   
 

God is our dwelling place.  I read a business article on Starbucks several years ago about the third place.  The 
third place was like Cheers, where everybody knows you name.  A person’s home is one place, business the 
second place, and Starbucks wanted to be the third place people go.  A place that feels like home.  You go to 
Starbucks long enough and they will even know your name.  This psalm is suggesting we make God our dwell-
ing place.  Other than our home and business, which for some people are the same, God wants to be our place 
to pause, rest, and think about our lives – kind of like counting our days and gathering wisdom for life. 
 
Love and Prayers, 



Many thanks to our 
church family for do-
nating money and 
managing face masks, 
social distancing, and 
hairnets today to 
package over   10,000 
meals for Rise Against     
Hunger!!  

Trent & Luke Batey Carrie & Avery Batey 

Jonathan Davis 

Jean Getter & Friends 
Laurie & Sasha Dishman 

Amanda Pettit 

Ben & Joseph Dye 
Tonya Elkins & Isaiah Brew 

Kelly Estepp Mike Estepp 



HENDERSONVILLE COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVES 

Where: Hendersonville First Presbyterian Church—Martin Hall 

When: Monday, August 3rd 

 Thursday, August 13th 

 Thursday, August 20th 

 Monday, August 31st 

Time:  11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org  

and enter: HendersonvilleCM to schedule an appointment 

**************************************************************************************** 

**************************************************************************************** 

The Mystery Member Returns –  

and the Mystery Member This Month Is ... 

This month's Mystery Member was born and grew up in Ann Arbor, MI.  As 
a student, our Mystery Member excelled in academics as well as in sports 
(synchronized swimming) and music (marching band). Mystery Member 
attributes these athletic skills to having an 81 year old father who was an All
-American cross country runner in college, ran in the trials for the Pan-
American games and has run the Boston Marathon 11 times! 
 

After high school graduation, Mystery Member attended the first coed and integrated college 
in America --- Oberlin College, majoring in biology and then earned an MA degree in teaching at Brown Uni-
versity.  Mystery Member's teaching career includes experience in Massachusetts, North Carolina, New Jersey, 
and Tennessee with classes in high school science, as well as pre-school advanced learners.  Mystery Member 
has also taught alternative school classes and gifted students in what Mystery Member describes as a "terrible" 
private school. 
 
Mystery Member is well-traveled and has visited Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg, Austria, the Netherlands, 
France, Italy, Greece, Cozumel, the Dominican Republic, and Canada -- and spent one semester of college 
studying in the United Kingdom.  Mystery Member is a parent to two children, described as "very deprived" 
because their parents have never taken them to Disney World. 
 
Mystery Member has shared gifts of teaching, music, and organization with FPC.  Do you know who the Mys-
tery Member for August is? 

  

Thank you to Pastor Michael 
and to our church family for the 
cards, phone calls, messages and 
prayers for us in response to the 
loss of my brother, Colin.  We 
look forward to the day when we 
can see everyone again and 
thank you personally.—Janet 
Covington 
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EVENTS CALENDAR  - AUGUST 

Blood Drives—See Schedule Above 

N/A Meetings 

Mondays & Wednesdays (7:00 p.m.) 

Fridays (7:30 p.m.) 

Session Meeting via Zoom 

Monday, August 17th (7:00 p.m.) 

P.D.S.—First Day (Tentative) 

Monday, August 10th 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Session held the July meeting, via Zoom, on the 20th. As you can imagine, 
there was lots of discussion about when we can return to worshiping in our sanctu-
ary. Pastor Michael noted that many of the local churches that had begun in-
person worship, now had dwindling attendance as congregants grow more con-
cerned about their safety. Very soon, there’s the matter of children and employees 
returning to school, which should provide a clearer idea of what’s going to happen 
with this virus – so we’re still in a wait-see mode. Rest assured that we want to be 

together, too, but our primary concern is keeping us all well as we continue to worship at home. 
 
Session members are definitely onboard with continuing on-line worship and Pastor Michael says he’s looking 
for ways to energize the services. He and Tony, along with the some of the key “players,” are making plans to 
include more people and different music experiences into worship. It’s certainly an unprecedented time and 
our church is blessed to have a pastor who has dived head-first into the cyber-age. We appreciate that he’s 
making the most of the situation in continuing to provide ways for us to stay involved and in touch with our 
fellow worshipers. The fantastic news is – God is in control, so take heart: “Many are the plans in a person’s 
heart, but it is God’s purpose that prevails.” (Proverbs 19:21) 

***********************************************************************************************************  

Lucas Bish Ryan Estepp 

Kaitlynn Elliott 

Drive-by Graduate Recognition Event – 
Thank you to everyone who did drive by to 
recognize our graduates!  A good time was 
truly had by all!  The church turned out in a 
good number in spite of the rain to honor 
our graduates! The families and the gradu-
ates had a great time, and were very appre-
ciative of the picnic dinners, the visits, the 
gifts, and most of all, the gift of your love 
and support!  A special thanks to Gay Lynne 
Rouse and Casey Thompson, who assisted 
with the event!  



   

Here is a little look-behind-the-scenes of recording our worship services.  

We took a truck load of clothes to Community 
Child Care.  Thank you for your donations.  The 
teachers and parents will enjoy and benefit from 
your generosity.     

St. Francis de Sales was a bishop of the church and writer.  He studied in 
Paris and the university of Padua in 1593.  His first mission was difficult 
and dangerous to his own people in Chablais country, who had gone over 
to Calvinism.  In 1602, he became the bishop of Geneva.  He preached in-
defatigably.  He eventually would help start the Order of the Visitation.  A 
Calvinist minister in Geneva once said, “If we honored any man as a saint, 
I know no one since the days of the apostles more worthy of it than this 
man.”   

 
In the Avenel Dictionary of Saints, Francis is described as, “in controversy he was a model of good manners; 
he was sensitive for others, moderate in judgment, clear in expression, dignified and modest.”  In the Roman 
Catholic Church, he was honored as a doctor of the church and Pope Pius XI declared him to be the patron 
saint of journalists and other writers.  Here is a poem tribute to St. Francis de Sales, titled Peace Be With Y ou.  
 
Do not look forward to the changes  
and chances in this life in fear; 
rather look to them with full hope  
that, as they arise, God will deliver  
you out of them. He has kept you hitherto,  
hold fast to His dear hand, 
and He will lead you safely through 
all things, and, when you cannot stand, 
He will bear you in His arms. 
 
Do not look forward to what may happen 
tomorrow; the same everlasting Father  
who cares for you today will take care 
of you tomorrow and every day.  Either 
He will shield you from suffering or He 
will give you unfailing strength to bear it.   
Be at peace then, and put aside all 
anxious thoughts and imaginations. 

 

************************************************************
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***********************************************************************************************************  



Beginning with this newsletter, we will begin sharing with you 
some of the favorite scripture readings of our members and why 
these verses mean so much to them.  If you have favorite verses 
that you would like to share with your church family in one of 
our upcoming newsletters,  please let Linda know or email to 
linda@hendersonvillefpc.org .   

Al Ballenger—John 6:35   “I am the Bread of Life” 
Bread (food) is something we can’t live without.  It is essential.  Jesus is essential for “Real Life” - without 
Him there may be existence but not “Life.” 
 
Jackie Decker—Psalm 118:24  “This is the day the Lord has made; Rejoice and be glad in it.” 
This is the verse that starts my day.  This verse is displayed on a plaque in my kitchen, and it is the first thing I 
focus on as I enter the kitchen in the morning.  It reminds me to be grateful for each day. 
 
Charles Lott—Romans 12:2 (J .B. Phillips translation)   “Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into 
its own mold, but let God remold your minds from within, so that you may prove in practice that the plan of 
God for you is good, meets all his demands and moves towards the goal of true maturity.” 
Why this verse is my favorite—When I was a college student a friend gave me a copy of the recently pub-
lished book Letters to Young Churches  by J.B. Phillips, which was a modern language translation of Paul’s 
letters in the New Testament.  This was an important time for my personal spiritual development during which 
I realized how easy it was to be influenced by other people sometimes in a way that retarded spiritual growth.  
Paul has always been one of my preferred biblical writers, and when I read this verse as translated by Phillips 
it spoke to me in a special way. 
 
Eva Dye—Psalm 46:10  “Be still, and know that I am God” 
In this stage of my life as I’m working full-time and also a mother, wife, daughter, sister, etc.—I am always 
busy.  Every day has an agenda, a to-do list, and tasks that need to be accomplished.  When I’m feeling over-
whelmed by all that needs to be done, I repeat this verse to myself to remind me to slow down and let God 
handle things? 
 
Brenda Hubbell—Micah 6:8  “He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require 
of you, but to do justly, and to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God. 
This verse speaks to my heart and is simple to remember but not always easy.  A mentor, Carolyn Cole, that I 
served with on the Board of Middle Tennessee Presbyterian Women, spoke  to Hendersonville Presbyterian 
Women quoting this verse.  You see, she was Chair of Justice for Women in Middle Tennessee.  She  advo-
cated for women at the Women’s Prison.  She walked the walk. She rose and belted out the song(in our song-
book) , a cappella. The song is ,”What does the Lord require of thee”.  This was a moving experience.  God 
has been merciful to me and I hope that I can always remember to do his will, not mine.  
 
Paulette Farnham—Matthew 11:28-30  “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
I think this verse is so uplifting and promising for anyone who is so worried, stressed, depressed and tired that 
they don’t know if they can continue. 
 

***********************************************************************************************************  

Do you ever find yourself in need of a Notary Public?  If so, stop by the church 
office. Linda Agee has been re-certified as a notary in the State of Tennessee. Get 
your important documents notarized free of charge! 



SERMON SCHEDULE 
August 2 –  Growing Healthy Marriage, Genesis 24:34-67; Song of Solomon 2:8-13  

August 9 – Growing Healthy Families, Genesis 25:19-34  

August 16 – Forgiveness is greater than revenge, Genesis 45:1-15 

August 23 – Where do you find help? Psalm 124 

August 30 – Mission Impossible, Exodus 3:1-15 

 JUNE 2020 
 

Revenue    $ 150,308.06 
Expenses   $ 150,806.72     
Shortfall    $   -   498.66 

SESSION ACTION 
 Prayed for the congregation 

 Discussed chapters from To Be A Presbyterian 

 Approved minutes from June 15 

 Discussed financial report 

 Heard reports from presbytery meeting and Michael 

 Discussed in-person worship 

 High concerns for people’s health 

***********************************************************************************************************  

 For the coming months, I have decided to share the stories of some of the hymns that we 
sing.  I have always been fascinated by hymns and their history, so I am excited to share 
this with you.  One hymn in our hymnal that is fascinating to me is the Christmas hymn 
Go Tell It on the Mountain.  The well-known hymn proclaims the birth of Jesus Christ.  I 
realize that Christmas is still several months away, but I decided to share the story of this 
hymn because it has a Nashville connection.   

 
Go Tell It on the Mountain was originally a Negro Spiritual, sung by slaves in the south.  This song, as other 
Spirituals, was completely improvised and passed down from generation to generation.  Because it was passed 
down in an oral tradition it was not written down.  Because of this, these songs almost became lost after slav-
ery ended.  The first effort to preserve this music came through performances by the Fisk Jubilee Singers of 
Fisk University.  Founded in 1871, the Fisk Jubilee Singers added this spiritual to their repertoire around 1879.  
John Wesley Work II, a professor of History and Latin at Fisk University made it his life’s work to preserve 
this music.  Often referred to as the “Rescuer of the Negro Folk Song”, Work’s early interest in this music 
probably came from his father, John Wesley Work, Sr. who was a former slave and served as the first choir 
director of the First Colored Baptist Church in Nashville (now known as First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill).  
Several members of this choir were former members of the Fisk Jubilee Singers including at least two who 
were original members of the group.  John W. Work, Sr., with the help of his daughter Jennie Work Bal-
lentyne, notated this music for the choir to sing.  Mrs. Ballentyne, who was the first organist for the church, 
had a great deal more musical training than her father and would often notate the music for him.  In 1907, John 
W. Work II wrote the arrangement that appears in most hymnals today.  He first published it in his collection, 
Folk Songs of the Negro as Sung on the Plantations which was published by his publishing company that he 
started with his brother, Frederick.  Thanks to John Wesley Work II, this hymn is sung and loved by many 
people today.—Tony Williams 

 

***********************************************************************************************************  

 

Did you guess right?   

Who was our Mystery Member? 

This month’s mystery member is Jean Getter! 
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  1  - Courtney Masters 

 Betty McConnell 

  2  - Eva Dye 

  3  - Joey Decker 

  4  - Brenda Hubbell 

  5  - Jimmy Tarbutton 

  6  - Nancy Hunt 

  7  - Camden Pettit 

12 - Leigh Masters 

 Drew Watson 

14 - Mitzi Head 

 Evan Abraham 

 Sheppard Watson 

15 - Linda Ballenger 

20 - Hartley Scott 

23 - Lauren Duke Woods 

25 - Tony Williams 

28  - Ariana Brew 


