
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE  
DECEMBER 24, 2019 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville.  The 
asterisk (*) invites all who are able to stand.  Bold designates 
portion that the congregation reads. 
 
PRELUDE           Fantasy on “O Come, All Ye Faithful”      Robin Dinda 
        
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                      

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus  
that all the world should be registered.  
This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.  
All went to their own towns to be registered.  
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 
to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem.  
He went to be registered with Mary,  
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  
While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child.  
And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in bands of cloth,  
and laid him in a manger,  
because there was no place for them in the inn. 

          
*HYMN                                            “Joy to the World!” 
 

Joy to the World! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the Earth! the Savior reigns; 
Let all their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love 
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
*HYMN                                    “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

Oh come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. 

 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. 

 
CHRISTMAS OFFERING & PRAYER 
 OFFERTORY      Where Are the Happy Shepherds Going?    
                                            Claude Balbastre      
    
 

ANTHEM                        Away In a Manger                        Bob Chilcott 
             
SCRIPTURE READING                           Luke 2:8-20                                      p. 833  
 
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE  
 
CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

Jesus, Child of God, we welcome you now. 
Long have we waited for you. 
Our cluttered minds and our fettered hearts yearn for the 
freedom you bring. 
  
Jesus, Child of God, release us from the barriers 
that keep us from hearing your voice in our world today. 
Slow down our frantic, busy minds and activities 
so that we can “find our rest in you.” 
  
Jesus, Child of God, you are our strength, 
our hope, our comfort, and our consolation. 
You are, indeed, the hope of the world. 
Send your strength and healing to every broken place, 
every despondent heart. 
  
Jesus, Child of God, you are our desire, our joy, 
our hunger, our longing. 
We pray your peace and your presence 
in our hungering world and our longing hearts. 
  
Jesus, Child of God, let us welcome you 
during this season of Advent. 
May we prepare a place within our hearts 
and our lives for your loving presence.  
In the name of Jesus, our Savior, we pray. 
Amen. 

 
CELEBRATION OF LORD’S SUPPER         
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                   O Holy Night                           Adolphe Adam 
                               Pat Paisley, soprano 
 
 
 
 



*LIGHTING OF CANDLES AND HYMN              “Silent Night” 
 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior is born, 
Christ, the Savior is born. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 

Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born. 

 

 

We welcome you to this worship service on this special evening 
of our Lord and Savior’s birth.  May you sense the power and 
wonder of God’s love, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  
God loves you deeply and completely.  From His first cry in 
Bethlehem to His last cry on Calvary - Jesus Christ has given us 
the gift of His undying love.    
 
We will remain in the pews until the end of Silent Night.  Then an 
usher will dismiss you.  Candles remain lit until you exit the 
sanctuary. 
 
Please let us know a bit about you by taking a moment to neatly 
fill out the Visitors’ portion of the attendance register in the 
black folder on the pew.   Restrooms are also accessible thru the 
right side sanctuary door and up the stairs.  If you need other 
assistance, an usher will be glad to help you.  If you would like 
more information on the church, please ask an usher.   
 
Communion Explanation: 
 
We will come forward and take Communion by intinction, which 
means dipping the bread into the cup.  If you are not able to 
come forward, an elder will bring the elements to you.   
 
The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper.  A 
sacrament is an outward sign of an inward grace.  This means 
that the bread and grape juice symbolize God’s love for us in the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
  
The Presbyterian Church believes that the elements stay the 
same but acknowledge the special presence of Christ in and 
around the elements through the Holy Spirit.  This is a powerful 
opportunity to commune with Jesus, our Savior and Lord, and be 
reminded of his love for us. 
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Responding to God’s love and grace, 
our vision is to serve Christ through service to others 

 

http://www.hendersonvillefpc.org/

