
 
 
 

 

 

 

THE WINDOW 

First Presbyterian Church 

Hendersonville, TN    

November 2020 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
We are now in the season of haunted houses.  Halloween stores have popped up in va-
cant store fronts selling their seasonal costumes, decorations, and accessories.  Oh, the 
thrill of fear!  What is so compelling about being scared?  I remember being dragged 
through haunted houses with Gracie.  She loved them.  I have also had my experience 
with working in a haunted house.  Every year there was a huge haunted house put on 
by, believe it or not, the high school Christian group, Campus Life.  There I dished out 
fear playing the fly man, a scientist with a fly head.  I would much rather be on the side 
of doing the scaring than receiving the scaring.  How about you? 
 
The Bible tells us not to be afraid.  Countless times people are told, “Don’t be afraid.”  

God is constantly telling men and women not to fear.  “Do not be terrified” (Joshua 1:9); “Do not fear” (Isaiah 
41:10); “Do not fear for I have redeemed you” (Isaiah 43:1).  The command to not fear in these passages offer 
comfort in the midst of something big that is about to happen.  The remedy to fear is God’s promised presence 
– “I will be with you.”  What a great comfort.  God is with us.   
 
Ironically, when God or angels show up in the New Testament, people are jolted with fear.  Zachariah enters 
the Holy of Holies to burn innocence and encounters an angel of God.  In his terror, he is met with the fear-not 
phrase (Luke 1:11).  Then, it is Mary’s turn.  “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God” (Luke 
1:30). Her fiancé Joseph is also visited by an angel and told, “Don’t be afraid” (Matthew 1:20).  Finally, shep-
herds are told not to fear, when visited by an angel choir (Luke 2:10).   
 
We go from do not fear because God is with us to fearing God who is with us.  Maybe Henri Nouwen was  
right when he wrote, “Perhaps you can find your way to prayer by carefully listening to the words the angel 
spoke to Zachariah, Mary, the shepherds, and the women at the tomb: “Don’t be afraid.”  Don’t be afraid of the 
One who wants to enter your most intimate space and invite you to let go of what you are clinging to so anx-
iously.   
 
God has sent Jesus into our world and into our lives.  The announcement of his birth is earth shaking.  God 
coming to earth.  The angel tells the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified.  He is not here; he has risen” (Matthew 28:5-6).  We are often looking for Jesus in the wrong places.  
God is on the move working in our world.  God is in the midst of the difficulties of life.  We are living in the 
midst of a world crisis, divisions in our own country, and heart-breaking personal problems.  No one is im-
mune to life’s uncertainties. 
 
A teenage Ukraine woman was adopted by a missionary family as an infant.  She was rescued from certain 
death.  She said, “Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.” 
 
Hear Jesus’ promise to you, “I am with you always even to the end of the age.” 
 
Love and Prayers,     



   Where: Hendersonville - 

    First Presbyterian Church 

    When: Wednesday, November  11th 

    Time:  11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 

Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS  

or visit RedCrossBlood.org  and enter:  

HendersonvilleCM to schedule an appointment 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Thanksgiving is coming soon, and the Missions Ministry Unit is planning to collect items for Thanksgiving 
Baskets for Community Child Care again this year.  We also plan to provide a few Christmas baskets for 
Lakeside Park Elementary School.  Our goal is to provide 25-30 baskets of food.  Community Child Care is a 
nonprofit childcare center for working parents whose income falls below a certain level.  Many parents cannot 
afford to provide a special Thanksgiving meal for their family without assistance.  The Mission Unit is provid-
ing the meat but needs help with the following items.   Please place your food items in the collection box at the 
side entrance.   If you are not attending church in-person or unable to drop off items, please contact the church 
office or Eva Dye at 615-559-3860 to arrange a porch pick-up of items.  Donations are welcome as well, and 
volunteers can shop on your behalf!  The deadline for items is November 15. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 Canned Sweet Potatoes 

 Cranberry Jelly 

 Pumpkin Pie Mix 

 Boxed Pie Crust 

 Stuffing Mix 

 Cornbread Mix 

 Canned or Jar Gravy 

 Green Beans 

 Canned Corn 

Pastor Michael leading chapel 
for the Day School.  “Just like 
air, God is there.”  We can’t 
see air but we can see air move 
things like a balloon. 
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It’s that time again.  Daylight savings 
time ends on Sunday, November 1st.  
Remember to set your clocks back one 
hour before you go to bed on Saturday 
night! 



 
Thomas Merton was an American Trappist monk.  He was known for his 
writing, theology, poetry, and social activism.  He wrote over 50 books on 
spirituality, social justice, and quiet pacifism.  His famous work was The 
Seven Storey Mountain, his autobiography.  It inspired countless World 
War II veterans, students, and teenagers to explore monasteries across 
America.  He was a member of the Abbey of Our Lady of Gethsemani in 
Kentucky.  Here are some of his quotes. 
 

 Art enables us to find ourselves and lose ourselves at the same time.   

 We are not at peace with others because we are not at peace with ourselves, and we are not at peace with 
ourselves because we are not at peace with God. 

 A man knows when he has found his vocation when he stops thinking about how to live and begins to live. 

 You do not need to know precisely what is happening, or exactly where it is all going. What you need is to 
recognize the possibilities and challenges offered by the present moment, and to embrace them with cour-
age, faith and hope. 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

 
 
 
I grew up and received my formal education in Middle Tennessee. I became 
a resident of Hendersonville and member of FPC in 1982. I am a one-apple-
at-a-time kind of guy and spotted the “apple of my eye” during my senior 
year in college. I climbed that tree and maybe the most blessed day of my 
life was when she said “yes” to my marriage proposal. I cannot play a note 
and anyone sitting near me in church knows that I certainly cannot sing but 

I do enjoy music from all decades. My favorites are mostly 50’s Doo Wop, Classic Country, traditional Blue-
grass and Bluegrass gospel. My secret fantasy is that I am in the Praise Band right up there with Drew on the 
fiddle.  
 
I am a big fan of the art-form of most all sports. Spent my teenage and early adult years developing my persona 
around my athletic heroes and as little time as possible in the classroom. Gladly, I did not idolize them but 
would not be honest if I said their image did not play a role in impacting my life. Fortunately, the social values 
of the celebrity heroes of the generation before me were more patriotic and moral than those of the current gen-
eration. 
 
I came to Christ and was baptized in the Baptist Church during my adolescence. Admittedly I failed my com-
mitment to God by not making much time for Him during my working years. Thankfully, my wife did and saw 
fit to attend church with our children without me. I am forever indebted to her for that. I am convinced that it 
was her prayers that led me back. I have faith that my prayers seeking forgiveness for my sinful neglect over 
the years have been granted. I love attending Sunday worship, studying scripture, and participating in missions 
with my fellow church members. There is little more gratifying.  
 
Who am I? I hope you can get it, for sometimes I am not sure that I even Know.    

The Mystery Member Returns –  

and the Mystery Member This Month Is ... 

  

**************************************************************************************** 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you very much for all the wonderful 
pastor appreciation cards.  Your love and 
support continues to enrich my life.  I am 
blessed to be your pastor.—Michael 



Mary Lou Settle Mike & Kelly Estepp Pat Paisley

Jim & Mary Perry        Jimmy & Sherry Tarbutton June Still

Gayle Casey George & Brenda Heinrich Gordon & Missie Colson

Andrew & Jean Getter Carl & Karen Scott Charles & Ann Lott



Pat Paisley Ruth Faulkner Steve & Sandi Martin 

June Still Margaret Ewald Mary Kay Campbell 

Gordon & Missie Colson Hal & Brenda Hubbell Jim & Cathy Lind 

Charles & Ann Lott Connie Booze Gary & Mitzi Head 



 

Let the Dance Begin … Soon 
We now miss out on so much 

 the graduation of a granddaughter; 

 the wedding of a niece, 

 the Final Four, 

 the beginning of Baseball, 

 the great Easter liturgy, 

 the day by day interaction on the street. 

The virus has imposed a huge silence among us. 

It is a silence that evokes loneliness, 

 and domestic violence, 

 and job loss, 

 and the end of life in the bars,  

 and on the beach, 

 and in the street. 

We wait; we may wait in despair, or at least in deep disappointment. 

But we may also wait differently; 

 we wait in confident faith, 

 we wait in eager longing. 

 we wait on the Lord. 

We wait for the future and against despair, 

 because we know that you, the God of life, will defeat the force of death. 

 We know that the Friday execution could not defeat the life lived by Jesus  

 nor the life lived by his faithful people. 

As we wait, we practice our next moves for the coming dance; 

 it is only a little while … “yet a little while”; 

 we will walk the long march of obedience; 

 we will run the race of discipleship; 

 we will soar like eagles into God’s good future of neighborliness. 

We know that you will overcome the silence 

 because the silence … no more than the darkness … 

 can overcome the Lord of Life, Amen. 

 

From Virus as a Summons to Faith, Written by Walter Brueggemann 

Did you guess right?   

Who was our Mystery Member? 

This month’s mystery member was Gary Head! 

***********************************************************************************************************  



SERMON SCHEDULE 
November 1 – Grieving with hope, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (All Saints recognition) 
November 8 – Jesus Eyes, Matthew 25:31-46 (Communion)  
November 15 – Getting ready for the Lord’s return, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
November 22 – Guest preacher (Michael on vacation)  
November 29 – Your favorite gift at Christmas, 1 Corinthians 1:3.9 

Y.T.D. = SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

Revenue    $ 241,477.06 
Expenses   $ 221,374.93     
Surplus      $   20,102.13 

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayed for the Congregation  

 Approved minutes from September 21  

 Reviewed financial report  

 Reviewed and approved ministry unit reports  

 Moved Communion to November 8 due to All Saints candle lighting  

 Discussed and approved providing childcare during worship for young children  

 

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE  (in-person and at home)   
On Sunday November 1, we will be remembering our loved ones in the worship service.  Those in person will 
have the opportunity to write loved one’s names on paper and light a candle.  Those at home can also partici-
pate.  Please have a candle, matches, piece of paper, and pen ready at the beginning of the service.   

***********************************************************************************************************  

Many hymns were written during the time of tragedy and struggle.  One such hymn, It 
Is Well With My Soul by Horatio Spafford, was written after he faced several tragic 
events in his life. 
 
Horatio Spafford was born in 1828 in Troy, New York and became a very prominent 
lawyer in Chicago, Illinois.  He was an elder in the Presbyterian Church and a good 
friend and supporter of evangelist Dwight L. Moody.  In 1871, Spafford made a sizea-
ble investment in real estate in the North Chicago area which was destroyed in the Great 

Fire of Chicago in October of that year.  That same year, Spafford’s four-year-old son died from scarlet fever.  
On November 15, 1873, Spafford, his wife and four daughters were scheduled to sail to Europe for a vacation.  
Business matters at home prevented Spafford from leaving as scheduled, so he sent his wife and daughters 
ahead of him with the plans to meet them later.  On November 22, their ship, the French vessel Ville du Havre, 
collided with another ship in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean.  Spafford’s four daughters were among the 226 
passengers that were killed in the accident.  Spafford’s wife survived.  When she reached Wales, she sent her 
husband a cable which read "Saved alone.  What shall I do”.  Spafford sailed, a few days later, to Wales to meet 
his wife.  It is said that when he reached the area that the accident took place, he wrote the words to the hymn 
“It is Well With My Soul”.   
 
Stafford’s words were set to music by Philip Bliss and the hymn was published in 1876.  The original publica-
tion contained six verses instead of four verses that is found in most hymnals today.  You can find the hymn on 
page 428 of our hymnal.  Let me encourage you to read the words to this hymn.  If you look in the bottom right
-hand corner of the page, you will see the hymn tune name.  Philip Bliss chose to call the tune Ville Du Havre 
after the ship that Spafford’s daughters were killed. 
 
I have always found this hymn to be a comfort in difficult times.   
 
Tony Williams 

 



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

    1  - Shirley Tidwell 

 Avery Batey 

    5  -   Mary Lu Batey 

    6  - Billy Dye 

 Mary Anna Womeldorf   

    8  - Pam Davis 

  11  - Joseph Dye 

  16  - J.T. Thompson 

  17  - Neal Duke 

  21  - Janet Covington 

  25  - Les Cleveland 

  26  - Elisabeth DeWitt 

 Amanda Pettit 

The church office will be closed on Thursday, 
November 26th and Friday, November 27th in 
observance of Thanksgiving.  We will return 
to the office on Monday, November 30th.  
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 


