
GATHERING TO WORSHIP 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville.  The asterisk (*) 
invites all who are able to stand.  Bold designates portion that the 
congregation reads.  There is more information under the section “This 
Morning.” 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                O Holy Night                                  Becca Pendergrast   

Jo McCrary (Signing) 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                                                                    
The true light, which enlightens everyone, is coming into the world. 
We light this candle of Hope. 
Jesus Christ is our hope. 
Hope for a better world through us. 
Hope for the church to be the light of the world. 
Hope that Jesus Christ is glorified in our waiting  
and preparing for Christmas. 

                                                                    
*HYMN 186                         Silent Night! Holy Night! 
                                                                                                             
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                        

We confess to you, O God, that we have fallen asleep. We often go 
through the motions and live our daily lives without much thought 
outside of ourselves. Forgive us for our shortsightedness. Forgive us 
for not being awake to the wonders and signs that you are doing 
something new in our world and in our lives. Help us to seek you in 
the face of others. Call us into your ways of love and justice, so that 
we might be fully awake, watching and waiting for your return in 
our world and in our lives in a new way. In Christ we pray.  Amen. 

 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                                         

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray.  
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. As we wait for 
Christmas, we know that Christ has already come into our world 
and lives, has already been born in us.  
You are renewed and restored. Go and share the good news of 
God’s love and restoration.  

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
* RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS                          Glory Be to the Father                          

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen.        

 

OFFERING OUR LIVES TO GOD 
       OFFERTORY              This Is Christmas               music & lyrics by Pete Melvin 
      *DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                      
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
 praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
     * PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                                                              
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                 Matthew 4:12-17                                  p. 785 
        The Word of the Lord.            
        Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM                                       Light of the Stable                       Becca Pendergrast 
     
SCRIPTURE READING                                        Isaiah 2:1-5                                                p. 550 
       The Word of the Lord.            
        Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                  “Looking for the Kingdom of God ”          Rev. Michael Davis 
   

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
*HYMN                      Beautiful Star of Bethlehem                        See Insert  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Apostle’s Creed     

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; he descended to the dead; the third day 
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.                      

 
COMMUNION 
 
ADVENT PRAYER 

Shine in my heart – 
Illuminate the dark place in my heart: the sadness, grief, anger. 
Illuminate the dark places in my mind:  
the resentments, the frustrations.      
Illuminate the dark places of my spirit:  
the depression, the anxiety, the fear.   

 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus, and lighten the heaviness that   
paralyzes my action.  Heal the wounds and sins that keep me 
separated from God. 

Shine in my heart, show me the way through the confusing paths I 
may take, the choices too numerous, the infinite options of 
postmodern life. 

Shine in my heart as a beacon of guidance, leading me through the 
chaos of these days. 

Shine in my heart – so that my life may mirror Christ’s heart and 
mind and hands in the world. 

May my heart be filled my God’s love so that I may be heart and 
hands and words of Christ in the world. 

May God guide me to acts of love, compassion, and understanding in 
my thoughts, words, and deeds. 

Shine in my heart – so that I may prepare my life for the coming of 
the Christ child. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                      Children Go Where I Send Thee 

      Joy Lieb, Pam Davis, Janice Yearout 
 
*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION              Children Go Where I Send Thee          

Children go where I send thee 
How will I send thee? Oh 
I’m gonna send thee one by one 
Cause the One was the little bitty-baby 
Born, born, born in Bethlehem 

 
 *POSTLUDE                                  Light of the Stable     
                  
_______ ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
We are delighted you have joined us to worship the Lord Jesus Christ.  
We hope you are encouraged in your faith and feel at home.  Please let 
us know a bit about you by taking a moment to fill out the Visitors’ 
portion of the Attendance Register in the black folder on the pew. There 
is an attended nursery for infants and children thru age 2.  Restrooms 
are accessible through the front, right doors and upstairs.   If you need 
directions to the nursery, restrooms, or any other assistance, please ask 
one of the ushers.  If you would like more information on the church, 
there are brochures in the narthex. 
 
THIS MORNING 

 This morning Sasha Dishman and Lucas Bish are lighting the 
Advent Candle. 

 The Advent Prayer was written by Kathleen Thomerson in the 
Alive Now Journal. 

 This week’s liturgist is Janna Willis. 

 This week’s acolyte’s are Jenny Sibomana and Carter Wells. 



 

 During our worship service, we “Pass the peace,” continuing a 
tradition that goes back to the origins of the Christian church. 
Jesus extended peace as a greeting, and the Apostle Paul begins 
his letters with a prayer for peace. Each week we intentionally 
wait until after we have acknowledged the gospel of God’s 
forgiveness to exchange the peace that should naturally result. As 
we shake hands with (or hug) one another, one person says, “The 
peace of Christ be with you,” and the other responds, “And also 
with you.” Extending the peace of Christ to one another 
symbolizes our unity amidst a world of divisions.  

 Audio Sermons are now available on the church website!  Visit 
www.hendersonvillefpc.org.  They are located on the front page 
of the website. 

 This week’s nursery volunteer is: Mary Anna Womeldorf. Next 
Week: Rosie Lewis. 

 Church Lock-up Schedule – This Week: Ched Yearout.  Next Week: 
June Still. 

 Statistics for November 24, 2019 
o Attendance – 87 

 
************************************************************ 
 
Love Offering:  It is that time again to collect for the annual “Love Offering” 
for First Presbyterian Church’s staff.  We will collect throughout the month 
of December, and distribute the offering to the staff members to recognize 
their continued loyal service to the Church.  You may contribute by check, 
and note “Love Offering” on the check. 
 
Advent Devotionals: If you would like an Advent devotional, they are 
located in the front narthex.  We have two to choose from.  Heading to the 
Manger is a collection of meditations from great Christian writers through 
the centuries.  To name a few:  Origen, Augustine, Martin Luther, and 
Charles Spurgeon.  Let the Heavens Be Glad is a collection of inspirational 
writings from Henri Nouwen. 
 
Calling All Cookie Bakers & Decorators:  Our Youth will be decorating 
cookies and making cards for our homebound members on Thursday, 
December 5th from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. in the upstairs conference room.  Pizza 
will be served.  We need donated sugar or gingerbread cookies to decorate.  
Please deliver cookies to the church by Thursday, December 5th at 5:30 p.m.  
Feel free to stay and help decorate with the kids if you would like!  Please 
RSVP to caseythompson30@gmail.com .  
 
Christmas Angels:  We will be purchasing Christmas gifts for approximately 
42 children at the Community Child Care Center this year.  We have a partial 
list of the children we will be helping and wanted to get them to you in case 
you want to shop early!  Envelopes with the children’s wish list are located 
in the front narthex.  The gifts need to be placed in a large bag (unwrapped) 
with a tag that includes the child’s name.  They must be returned to the 
church by Sunday, December 15th. 

Lessons and Carols:  Readers are needed for the Lessons and Carols service 
on Sunday, December 15th.  If you are interested in reading one of the 
lessons, please let Tony Williams know.  You can email him at 
tony@hendersonvillefpc.org . 
 
Adult Fellowship: Saltshakers (Adult Fellowship) invites you to their Annual 
Christmas Party on Saturday, December 14, 2019, at the home of Tom and 
Debra Obrock, 122 Chesapeake Harbor Blvd., Hendersonville, TN 37075.  
We will gather at 6:00 p.m. and enjoy Holiday festivities.  All adults in the 
church are encouraged to come and fellowship with one another.  Please 
bring an Adult Beverage, Appetizer, or Dessert to share!  We look forward 
to celebrating the season with our church family! 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
Sunday, December 1 
   8:30  a.m.  Adult Choir 

10:00  a.m. Worship - Communion 
 11:00  a.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
   Connection Groups End 
Monday, December 2 
 10:00  a.m. Crochet Group 
 10:30  a.m. Women’s Book Group 
   6:00  p.m. Missions Meeting 
   7:00  p.m. NA Meeting in MH 
Tuesday, December 3 
   7:00  p.m. Praise Band Practice 
Wednesday, December 4 
   7:00  a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
   5:00  p.m. Sudanese After School Program 
   7:00  p.m. NA Meeting in MH 
Thursday, December 5 
   1:00  p.m. Blood Drive 
   5:30  p.m. Youth Event – Cookie Decorating  
Friday, December 6 
  7:30  p.m. NA Meeting in MH 
Saturday, December 7 
  8:00  a.m. New Elder Training  

 9:00  a.m. Sign Language Class 
Sunday, December 8 
   7:00  a.m.  Room in the Inn  

  8:30  a.m. Adult Choir 
  9:00  a.m. Sunday School 
10:00  a.m. Worship 

 11:00  a.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
 11:00  a.m. Called Session Meeting 
    11:00  a.m. Fellowship Lunch/Caroling 
 11:00  a.m. Congregational Care Meeting 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
172 West Main Street - Hendersonville, TN 37075 

Office: 615-824-8604 / Fax: 615-824-3631 
www.hendersonvillefpc.org  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sunday, December 1, 2019 

 
 

Responding to God’s love and grace, 
our vision is to serve Christ through service to others 
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