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Dear Friends, 
 
Another year begins.  2020 has reminded us that life is unpredictable and beyond our 
control.  What have we learned about God during this pandemic?  As this new year un-
folds, will we trust more in God’s sovereignty and calling for our lives?  How does our 
Christian faith impact our behavior and relationships?   
 
A little boy was overheard praying, “Lord, if you can’t make me a better boy, don’t 
worry about it.  I’m having a really good time just the way I am.”  A big part of the 
Christian life is looking beyond ourselves.  We all have a tendency to be selfish – en-
joying the way we are.  When the disciples are selfish, Jesus teaches them about look-
ing beyond themselves (Mark 10:35).  Jesus teaches them about leadership and service.  

Whoever wants to be first must be a servant – thinking less of self and more of others.   
 
In his book, Falling Upward, Richard Rohr suggests we need a divine revelation from Jesus to encourage us to 
move beyond our self-security and comfort.  “Jesus makes it into a central axiom: the ‘last’ really do have a 
head start in moving toward ‘first,’ and those who spend too much time trying to be ‘first’ will never get 
there.” 
 
John the Baptist models this humility.  John is described as a witness to the light that was coming into the 
world.  He himself was not the light but came to testify to the light (John 1:6-8).  When religious leaders ques-
tioned him, he pointed to one greater than him who was coming.  When John’s disciples were complaining that 
people were going to Jesus, he simply told them, “He must increase but I must decrease (3:30).” 
 
The focus of a Christian’s life is Jesus Christ.  In his book, Prophets of a Future Not Our Own, Ken Untener 
talks about our lives pointing beyond ourselves.  “We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation 
in realizing that.  This enables us to do something, and to do it very well…. We may never see the end results, 
but that is the difference between the master building and the worker.  We are workers not master builders; 
ministers, not messiahs.  We are prophets of a future not our own.”   
 
As we begin a new year, may we think less of ourselves and more of the life-giving message of Christmas.  
God has sent his son into the world to show love and grace.  As the shepherds left the manger telling everyone 
the good news, how will we join them telling others of God’s love.  Quoting from the Advent devotional, Our 
Hope and Expectation, “share the life-giving news by making forgiveness, love, and mercy the words on our 
lips and the work of our hands, feet, and hearts.” 
 
May this new year bring us a desire to decrease attention on ourselves and increase the attention on Jesus 
Christ.   
 
Love and Prayers, 
   



Thomas a’ Kempis was born in Germany in the late 1300s.  He was associ-
ated with The Brethren of the Common Life, a Dutch Augustinian monas-
tery.  He served as a prior’s assistant offering instruction on the spiritual 
life.  In this capacity, he wrote four booklets that were later collected and 
named The Imitation of Christ.  Sir Thomas More, England’s famous lord 
chancellor under Henry VIII said it was one of the three books everyone 
should read.  Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits, read a chapter each 
day and regularly gave it away as gifts.  John Wesley said it was the best 
summary of the Christian life.   

 

 A humble self-knowledge is a surer way to God than a search after deep learning. 

 We must imitate Christ’s life and his ways if we are to be truly enlightened and set free from the darkness 
of our own hearts.  Let it be the most important thing we do.   

 

**************************************************************************************** 

Can you identify this very serious 
choir member? 

It has been a long time since we have seen our choir members.   
Here they are rehearsing and recording for Lessons and Carols.   

**************************************************************************************** 

Lord God, some of us are a little like the Shepherds; 
Just carrying on with our jobs... despite the turbulence in the world scene. 
Give us a message ... send us an angel 
That will start us seeking a new way of life. 
Lord God, others of us are like the Wise Men from the east; 
We can see the need of some power to come and to give us direction; 
But we don't know in which direction to go. 
Give us the wisdom to see that it is not in physical power 
that our salvation lies, but in love and humility. 
We ask You to make us expectant, instead of planners. 
We ask You to make us seekers, rather than know-it-alls. 
We ask You for grace so that we are ready to receive. 
We ask You for humility so that we are prepared to accept 
Your way of doing things. 
We ask You for faith, and faith is a gift, really to believe. 
 
"Send Us an Angel," by George MacLeod.  
An excerpt from The Whole Earth Shall Cry Glory: Iona Prayers 
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The Homebound Meals Pro-
gram in Sumner County is in 
need of volunteers.   It takes 
less than 2 hours of your time 
to deliver meals to those in 
need.  Several of our mem-
bers deliver Meals-On-
Wheels, some just once a 
month.  If you are interested, 
please contact Donna @ (615) 
824-0811  



Thank you to Bob and 
Sandy Scott of Long Hollow 
Nursery for donating our 
lovely wreaths once again 
this Advent season.  They 
were beautiful.  

Angel Tree Update: This year  we 
provided gifts for 71 children from 
40 different families at Community 
Child Care and gave each family an 
additional $25 gift card for other 
Christmas expenses. Thank you for 
all your donations and gifts!  

Sleighs fully loaded and headed to 

Community Child Care Center 

**************************************************************************************** 

**************************************************************************************** 

The staff of FPC 
would like to take 
this opportunity to 
offer our heartfelt 
thanks to everyone 
who graciously 
remembered us 
during the holiday 

season.  Your gifts, cards and love offerings 
were greatly appreciated.  We are blessed to 
be surrounded by a beautiful church family. - 
Pastor Michael, Linda, Chuck, & Tony. 
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In-Person Christmas Eve Ceremony 



Reggie Craig Sam & Mary Leah Venable Shirley Poole

John Martin & Susan Garrett        Joseph Ottevaere  Laurie & Sasha Dishman

Charlie & Diane Swan Conn & Betty McConnell Janna Willis

Bill & Sandy Keene Billy, Eva, Ben & Joseph Dye Bloma Hale



Shirley Poole Sprigg & Kathy Ebbert Stan & Kathy Campbell 

Laurie & Sasha Dishman Mary Anna Womeldorf Paulette Farnham 

Janna Willis Jerry & Phyllis Klym Jo & Ben McCrary 

Bloma Hale Brenda DePriest Cathy Young 



 

2020 has been an interesting year, to say the least.  With the pandemic, we went several 
months with no in-person worship, no choir and no singing.  We did several months of 
virtual services, which were recorded earlier.  I think what I missed the most was being 
with the choir.  We had about nine months of no rehearsals, no fellowship and no 
laughter.  I look forward to the day that we can be back together soon and things will 
return to normal.   

For the Advent and Christmas season, we had to be creative with the services.  With 
the Lessons and Carols, we recorded most of the music from our various groups.  At the risk of forgetting 
someone, I would like to thank those members of the choir (Richard Roche, Tom Williams, Andrew Getter, 
Jean Getter, Cathy Young and Missie Colson) who recorded some hymns for Lessons and Carols, the members 
of the Praise Band and Holly DeLong, Drew Covington, and Laurie Dishman and Tara Mielnik who played 
bells.  If I left anyone out, please accept my sincere apologies.   

I wish everyone a Happy New Year.  - Tony Williams 

 

The church office will be closed on 

New Year’s Day, Friday, January 

1st .  We will return to the office on 

Monday, January 4th!  Happy New 

Year! 

***********************************************************************************************************  

DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS—JANUARY 

January 1  Mark 1   January 23 Reflection 

January 2 Mark 2   January 24 Reflection 

January 3 Mark 3   January 25 Acts 3 

January 4 Mark 4   January 26 Acts 4 

January 5 Mark 5   January 27 Acts 5 

January 6 Mark 6   January 28 Acts 6 

January 7 Mark 7   January 29 Acts 7 

January 8 Mark 8   January 30 Reflection 

January 9 Reflection  January 31 Reflection 

January 10 Reflection 

January 11 Mark 9   Here are questions for the reflection days: 

January 12 Mark 10  1.  What does this teach me about God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit? 

January 13 Mark 11  2.  What does this teach about humans? 

January 14 Mark 12  3.  Where is the good news in the passages? 

January 15 Mark 13  4.  How do these passages apply to my life? 

January 16 Reflection 

January 17 Reflection 

January 18 Mark 14 

January 19 Mark 15 

January 20 Mark 16  

January 21 Acts 1 

January 22 Acts 2 



SERMON SCHEDULE 
January 3 – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24, Thanking God in all things (Communion) 
January 10 – Genesis 1:1-5, – God making order out of my mess 
January 17 – John 1:43-51, God knowing us and still calling us 
January 24 – Mark 1:14-20, Telling others about the Good News 
January 31 –Luke 1:26-38, Mary’s faith 

Y.T.D. = NOVEMBER 2020 
 

Revenue    $ 297,731.34 
Expenses   $ 263,923.15    
Surplus      $   33,808.19 

SESSION ACTION 

 Approved cancelling in-person worship for December 27th, January 3rd, 
and January 10th due to holiday gatherings.  Services will be recorded 
and emailed. 

 Approved Bob Andrew’s bequest to be divided up evenly in the three 
Pay It Forward Funds. 

 Approved $1,700 to pay for Cuoll’s seminary tuition for 2021.  He is a 
Sudanese seminary student. 

***********************************************************************************************************  

 

 
 
June Still—Father, as we set our sights on the new year, please guide our thoughts and plans along the path 
that will honor you, and allow peace in our lives, and in the world. 
 
David Abbott—I pray that God blesses you with health and happiness in the New Year. 
 
Eva Dye—I pray for healing in our community, nation, and world so that we may come together both in spirit 
and in person in the coming year. 
 
Kathy Ebbert—Dear heavenly father, may 2021 be a year in which we all find unity, peace, love, and good 
health.  And may we re-unite as a community to work together to further your kingdom on earth and work as 
individuals to seek your will for our lives. 
  
Brenda Hubbell—My prayer for First Presbyterian Church in 2021 is that we will open our hearts to receive 
all the hope, joy and peace that is ours in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Evelyn Kemp—Lord, help me to be a reflection of You. 
 
Jim Perry—Heavenly Father, lift up our congregation to improve their health, their mental well-being, and 
bring them closer to their loved ones in the next year. 
 
Richard Roche—My prayer for you is that as we celebrate the birth of our Savior you find peace and joy. 
 
Janna Willis—As we go forth into 2021 my prayer is that we  may fully rely on our God to lead us and that he 
has promised we will never be alone he will be with us always.  
 
Charles Yearout—Father, we pray for our loving church family and for us once 
again to worship you together. 
 
Michael Davis—”May the peace of Christ, which surpasses all understanding, 
guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7) 
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    6  - Ed Covington 

 David Bodkin 

    7  - Jackie Andrews 

 Rosie Lewis 

    9  - Carrie Batey 

  10  - Karen Abbott 

  11  - Tim Bish 

 Andrew Getter 

 Jerry Keen 

  12  - Meredith Melvin 

  14  - Sam Venable 

 Brenda DePriest 

  16  - David Abbott 

  17  - June Still 

  20  - Drew Covington 

 Ruth Faulkner 

  24  - Jonathan Davis 

  25  - Wendolyn Ebbert 

 Jadon Wells 

  29  - Steve Martin 

  31  - Sasha Dishman  


