
 
 
 

 

 

THE WINDOW 

First Presbyterian Church 

Hendersonville, TN    

May 2020 

Dear Friends, 

 

It is quiet around here!  I often find myself in the sanctuary praying for you, 

our ministry, and the troubles of our world.  When JT, Tony, Pam, and I pre-

pare for streaming our worship service, is feels kind of weird.  This past Sun-

day JT upgraded our recording to a new level of creativity.  Drew and Tony 

did the music first while Pam and I sat on the first pew waiting for our turn.  

We then did our parts of liturgy and preaching.   I admit it is not as fulfilling 

to preach to an empty sanctuary with JT in shorts and t-shirt.  He even makes 

faces at me!  Just kidding.  After everything is recorded, JT spins his editing magic to bring us the worship on Sun-

day mornings.  It is amazing, we have neighbors watching, family around the country, including my non-

technological parents.  I have been called a televangelist, Ernest Ansley, and Joel Olsten, (without the blinking).   

 

This has certainly been a challenging and interesting time.  We have learned new ways of sharing God’s love and 

caring for one another.  I mentioned in a sermon a few weeks ago, that there is more phone calling during this pan-

demic then when we were regularly gathering.  I have called some of our homebound members and they give me a 

list of who has called them.  I know you are looking forward to getting back together.  It seems to be coming in the 

near future but please don’t ask me.  After all, there was a scripture in our daily readings that reminded us, “It is not 

for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority” (Acts 1:7).  One thing for sure, God is 

looking forward to our meeting together more than us!  God enjoys our worshipping.   

 

As I sit in the sanctuary alone, I am not alone.  As you sit at home alone, you are not alone.  Through Jesus’ resurrec-

tion, God is always with us.  Here are few reminders. 

 

 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 

you go – Joshua 1:9 

 Even though I walk through the valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me – Psalm 23:4 

 Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age – Matthew 28:20 

 I will give you an advocate, the Holy Spirit to help you and be with you forever – John 14:15 

 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you – John 14:18 

 I no longer live but Christ lives in me – Galatians 2:20 

 

As we live these days, may we focus on what is known and not what is un-

known.  We know Jesus Christ is risen from the dead and is with us always.  

The doors to His house are always open! 

 

Love and Prayers, 

 



MISSION OF THE MONTH: CLOTHING DRIVE FOR COMMUNITY CHILDCARE CENTER 

 

We will continue to collect gently worn WOMEN’S work casual clothing for  the staff and 

mothers at the Community Childcare Center during the month of May.  Work casual items in-

clude slacks, blouses or other nice tops, and casual dresses and skirts.  The Community Child-

care Center is a non-profit organization that provides affordable childcare using a sliding scale 

payment structure based on family income.   Both the staff of the center and the mothers whose 

children attend the center will benefit from your donations.  Any extra items will be donated to 

the Samaritan Center.   If possible, please hold items at home until we are meeting again at 

church.  If you don’t have the space, please call Linda to arrange a time to drop items off at the 

church. 

One of the missions for May is Sumner County CASA. CASA stands for Court Ap-

pointed Special Advocates.  These are trained volunteers appointed by the court to be 

the voice of a child during court hearings affecting the child’s life. In order to be an 

effective advocate, the CASA volunteer does home studies on all involved parties, 

writes a report for the judge before each court hearing, and attends all court hear-

ings.  The CASA keeps in regular contact with the child or children involved until the 

case is resolved, which often takes months to a year or more. 

  

Sumner County CASA began assigning volunteers 28 years ago and has advocated for over 3,300 children to 

date, including 175 children currently appointed a CASA by the judge.  In 2018-19, 42 CASA volunteers do-

nated, combined, over 3,100 in direct service and drove over 24,000 miles.  While the children advocated for 

by the CASA volunteer are placed all over the state, Sumner County office focuses on Sumner Coun-

ty.  CASA volunteers are essential to the process given that the Sumner County CASA office has only three 

full-time employees.  If you are considering becoming a CASA volunteer you can contact Evelyn Kemp (423-

341-3790) or the Sumner County CASA office (615-451-1688), or email casa@sumnercountycasa.org.  

***********************************************************************************************************  

The second Mission for May is The Hendersonville Home Bound Meals Program 

(HBMP). HBMP is an all-volunteer organization founded in 1982 to serve the elderly 

population of Hendersonville.  In 1982 the average number of meals served was 

17.  Currently 120 people are served daily on average,  and there is a waiting list.  

Ability to serve the increasing demand is limited only by funding.  HBMP is a 501C3 

tax exempt program, and relies on grants, donations from civic groups, churches, do-

nation boxes, and individuals.  The major fundraiser is a Pancake Breakfast and Silent 

Auction held on a Saturday in October.  Funds received during the year go directly to 

cost of meals; no recipient is required to contribute but many do contribute something.  Currently, volunteers 

for HBMP are delivering frozen and shelf meals once a week to limit exposure of both recipients and volun-

teers to COVID19.  If you or someone you know would like more information about volunteering or applying 

for the meals call 615.824.0811 and speak to the site manager.  

 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER EVENT 

Saturday, June 20, 2020! 

***********************************************************************************************************  

***********************************************************************************************************  



During our Covid 19 stay at 

home order, Sew May Blessings 

has been hard at work making 

face masks for our community. 

Masks have been donated to 

medical offices and church fami-

ly.  Our group has been working 

from their homes doing their 

part.  Some are cutting out fabric 

and porch dropping it to other 

members of the group to sew. 

We have been able to use our fabric scraps leftover 

from quilt projects as well as venturing out and buy-

ing more fabric to keep the masks coming. 

 

Running out of elastic and 

nowhere to buy it, our church 

family responded to our email 

asking for elastic. Thank you 

for your donations. A special 

thank you to Gary Head for 

sending us information on 

where to order a large quanti-

ty of elastic. Your elastic do-

nations allowed us to contin-

ue making face masks until our order arrived. 

 

If you would like a mask or 

know of someone that does, 

please give us a call.  Contact 

via phone or text to Sandi 

Martin 615-681-1390 or Cari 

Lou Westendorf 919-349-

5846. 

 

HENDERSONVILLE COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE 

Where: Hendersonville First Presbyterian Church—Martin Hall 

When:  Every Monday through May 18th 

Time:  11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org  

and enter: HendersonvilleCM to schedule an appointment 

Sandi Martin  

and her co-workers 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Francesco was born into 

a wealthy family.  He 

grew up enjoying the 

extravagant life.  He 

spent money lavishly.  

There were several 

events in his life that 

changed him forever.  One day he was working in the 

market for his dad and a beggar came asking for alms.  

At the end of the day, he found the beggar and gave him 

all he had in his pockets.  His friends and family scolded 

him.  Another transitional event in his life was serving in 

the military.  He was captured and imprisoned for a year.  

During this time, he experienced a serious illness which 

caused him to reevaluate his life.  He eventually gave up 

the life of wealth to become a beggar himself.  He start-

ed the Franciscan order, living the rest of his life as a 

monk.  He became known as St. Francis of Assisi.  

Many will know his prayer.   

 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace: 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, let me sow pardon; 

Where there is doubt, let me sow faith; 

Where there is despair, let me sow hope; 

Where there is darkness, let me sow light; and 

Where there is sadness, let me sow joy. 

 

O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood, as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love; 

for it is in giving that we receive, 

it is pardoning that we are pardoned, and 

it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

 

******************************************************************************************************************  



 

The Mystery Member Returns – Can You Guess Who It Is This 

Month? 

 

 

A couple of years back, “The Window” often included a column called 

“Mystery Member” that would share bits of information that might be 

surprising or interesting or even impressive to our congregation.  The 

idea was to introduce FPC family members to each other by sharing some not-so-well-known info about folks 

who are recognized, but not necessarily known, by most of us.   We have welcomed many new members since 

that column last appeared so we are reviving the Mystery Member column.  Don’t expect to read any true con-

fessions or headline worthy blockbuster shockers; but see if you can use these details to identify this month’s 

Mystery Member. 

 

Our Mystery Member grew up here in Middle Tennessee as a middle child with two older sisters and a young-

er brother and often attended a local Baptist church on Sundays and Wednesdays.  As a child, our Mystery 

Member spent a good deal of time riding bicycles, motorcycles and horses.  This avid outdoors lover also en-

joyed – and still enjoys – camping and beach trips, snow skiing and repelling.  As a teen, Mystery Member 

competed in a repelling competition, finishing in 3rd place in the State and 7th place in the Nation.  A lover of 

sunshine, Mystery Member also enjoys boating and has logged more time boating in the ocean than in fresh-

water and once saved the life of a teenager found about a mile offshore treading water -- with no flotation de-

vice.  Life adventures include traveling (visiting 18 countries), and finding a strong connection to God in na-

ture.  Mystery Member joined our FPC family in 2004.  Who is the Mystery Member for May?   

***********************************************************************************************************  

Pastor Michael is staying connected with our youth.  Check out their 

most recent “Zoom” meeting. 

***********************************************************************************************************  
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Memorial Day 

May 25th 

Church Office Closed 



   

Lucas Bish—Graduates from Beech High School and is attending Middle Tennessee State University to pur-

sue his dream of becoming a professional pilot.  He is now enrolled in Phoenix Flight Academy.  

Kaitlynn Elliott—Graduates from Beech High School and is attending Middle Tennessee State University 

studying accounting.   

Ryan Estepp—Graduates from Merrol Hyde Magnet School and is attending Volunteer State Community 

College with the possibility of music production.   



  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 2 

     7:30 pm NA Meeting in 
MH 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship-
Communion 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

10:30 am 
Women’s Book 
Group 

11:00 am Blood 
Drive 

6:00 pm Local 
Missions 

11:00 am Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

 7:30 pm NA Meeting in 
MH 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

7:00 am Room in the Inn 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship – 
Mother’s Day 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

11:00 am Blood 
Drive 

6:30 pm Book 
Club 

7:00 pm Gifts 
& Giving 

10:30 am Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

5:30 pm Life 
Issues Support 
Group 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm Budget 
& Finance 

 7:30 pm NA Meeting in 
MH 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

Connection Groups End 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

11:00 am Blood 
Drive 

1:00 pm Sew 
Many Blessings 

6:00 pm Mem-
bership Meet-
ing 

7:00 pm Ses-
sion Meeting 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

Window Dead-
line 

Presbytery 
Meeting - Sparta 

7:30 pm NA Meeting in 
MH 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

Memorial Day 
– Office Closed 

  

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

  

  7:30 pm NA Meeting in 
MH 

  

  

  

31             

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship – 
Youth Sunday 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

Four Cents a Meal     
Offering 

  

****Note**** 

NA Meetings 
on Mondays & 

Wednesdays 

7:00 p.m. 

          

May 2020 



SERMON SCHEDULE 

May 3 –   Psalm 23, Walking with someone who is grieving 

May 10 – John 14:1-14,  Walking with Jesus through the change of life 

May 17 – 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, God’s investment in you 

May 24 – 1 Corinthians 12:12-26, God’s plan - unity in diversity  

May 31 – Guest Preacher  

March 2020 
 

Revenue    $ 73,724.43 
Expenses   $ 76,703.53 
Shortfall    $ - 2,979.10 

Did you guess who our Mystery Member was?  It was James Horton.  

Thank You, Gloria Deaner, for bringing back “Mystery Members.” 

SESSION ACTION 

 Session had two zoom meetings, April 13th & 20th 

 Approved minutes from February 17th and April 13th 

 Approved June Still as chair of the Personnel Committee 

 Approved spending $500 out of the Trudy Stamper Reserve Fund 

       for Easter flowers 

 Floral cross and flowers for the first worship service back  

        together 

 Voted not to apply for the Payment Protection Program 

***********************************************************************************************************  

The past few weeks have been interesting for all of us.  The current situation has been 

interesting for all of us.  I will say that Allison and I are surviving and have probably 

spent more time together in the past few weeks than we have in our entire marriage.  I 

think our puppies also enjoy having us around.  It has also been a new experience teach-

ing “online” and not face-to-face with the students.  I’ve learned a lot about technology.   
 

I have to say that the one thing that I have missed is seeing everyone and being with everyone on a regular ba-

sis.  I do miss the fellowship with the choir and having our rehearsals where we make music and have fun to-

gether.  We have been doing services online, which has been a new adventure for me.  Although it has been a 

pleasure doing that, I find it a little strange to have a worship service in an empty room with just a few people.  

Playing a hymn for the congregation to sing to has been different with no one singing.  Of all that is going on, 

that is the most uncomfortable for me.   
 

This time away from the normal has caused me to reflect on the importance of music in our lives.  Although 

we are having our services, the collaboration with the congregation and choir is a missing part of the music 

part of the services for me.  I think that we become one body when we make music together.  I believe that is 

what Martin Luther had in mind when he had congregational singing and everyone participating in worship.  I 

have been told by every substitute organist that we have the best singing congregation.  I can tell that organists 

enjoy playing at our church because playing a hymn with a room full of people singing is truly amazing.  

There is something inspiring when accompanying the congregation singing or the choir as well as directing the 

choir.   
 

To make a long story short, I do miss being with everyone.  I do hope that there will be an end soon and we 

can get back to a more normal life.  Everyone stay safe and I look forward to making music with you again 

soon.  - Tony Williams 

***********************************************************************************************************  



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

  1  - Karen Baylor  

 Kathy Campbell 

  3  - Sara Reece 

  6  - Jana Cleveland 

 11  - Lauren Roche Powell 

 13  - Judy Wallis 

 14  - Tom Williams 

 20  - Palmer Watson 

 22 - Al Ballenger 

 Kaitlynn Elliott 

 25  - Isaiah Brew 

 Olivia Masters 

 27  - Betty Ingram 

 Morgan Thompson 

 Cliff Deanerr 

 30  - Casey Thompson 


