
Dear Friends, 
 
Psalm 46 says, “God is our refuge and strength.”  This scripture has been a resource of 
comfort for many people through the years.  Is there any safe place on earth?  Maybe 
the super bunker under the White House (at least the movies describe it that way).  
There are companies that sell above ground safe rooms and underground bunkers.  
Some very rich people are developing luxurious doomsday bunkers in case of nuclear 
attack or catastrophic natural disasters.  They are called “Survival Condos.”  The 
psalmist says God is our only refuge and strength.   
 
Through our 150 years, God has been our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 

times of trouble.  Through the years of slow growth, low membership, limited funds, and sharing pastors with 
other churches, God has been our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in times of trouble.  National 
events and wars like The Great Depression, WWI, and WWII, impacted the church. However, First Presbyter-
ian Church was God’s idea and the congregation trusted God as their refuge and strength.   
 
The great reformer, Martin Luther found himself depressed when his friend, Leonhard Kaiser, was burned at 
the stake in the Netherlands for his Reformation doctrines.  Luther felt guilty.  He was home in the comforts 
and safety of his home while others were imprisoned and facing execution.  Luther found comfort and inspira-
tion in Psalm 46 writing the famous hymn, A Mighty Fortress is our God.”  A Mighty Fortress is our God, a 
bulwark never failing; Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.  God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present help in times of trouble.  
 
The psalmist describes his difficulties as the earth giving way and mountains falling into the sea.  What diffi-
culties in life seem like waters roaring out of control and mountains quaking?  What is weighing you down 
and causing your heart to sink?  God is your ever-present help in times of trouble.  Certainly the storms of life 
come at different levels.  Are your children making poor decisions?  Is there addiction in your family?  God is 
our refuge.  Are you facing marital conflict, separation, or divorce?  Are you transitioning from child to par-
enting your parents who are now depending on you?  God is your refuge and strength.  How is your health?  Is 
growing older more complicated than you dreamed?  How are your feelings these days?  Is depression, grief, 
loneliness, low self-esteem, shamefulness, or anxiety attacking you from all sides?  There seems to be no re-
lief, no end to the turmoil?  God is your refuge and strength, an ever-present help in times of trouble. 
 
In his book, The Strength You Need, Rob Morgan summarizes Psalm 46, “This planet isn’t a secure place; but 
our immutable God – our Jesus, who is the same yesterday, today, and forever – provides refuge on the out-
side, strength on the inside, and help on the downside of life.” 
 
Psalm 46 assures us that God’s presence makes all the difference in the world.  God is the only one who can 
demand stillness to all the “attackers,” that threaten our lives.  God is our refuge for safety and our strength to 
face the uncertainties of life.   We can praise him even in the difficulties because he is our only refuge and 
strength.   
 
Love and Prayers, 
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Thanksgiving is on the horizon and the Missions Ministry Unit is organizing baskets for 20 families at the 
Community Child Care and 5 families at Lakeside Park Elementary School.  The Community Child Care is a 
nonprofit childcare center for working parents whose income falls below a certain level. Many parents cannot 
afford to provide a special Thanksgiving meal for their family without assistance. The Mission Unit is provid-
ing the 25 turkeys and will need your help with the following items.  The deadline for these items is Novem-
ber 24th.  You can place your food items in the collection box at the side entrance.  We could also use some 
help putting these meals together after church on the 24th.  
 

 Canned Sweet Potatoes 

 Cranberry Jelly 

 Pumpkin Pie Mix 

 Boxed Pie Crust 

 Stuffing Mix 

 Cornbread Mix 

 Canned or Jar Gravy 

 Green Beans 

 Canned Corn 
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The Hendersonville Community Singers 

Present 
 
 

Thanks for the Memories 

A Farewell Performance 
 
 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 

Free Admission 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville 

For more information, contact Tom Williams 

615-757-3042 or tomwms1964@gmail.com 
 

This will be their final performance.  The Hen-

dersonville Community Singers are disbanding.  

They would like to say thank you to their faith-

ful patrons for all the wonderful years of sup-

port. 



 Property Committee 

Your Properties Committee members are Cari Lou Westendorf, Barry 
Ingram, Jim Perry, David Abbott and Ched Yearout.  Our responsibili-
ties include maintenance of the church buildings and grounds as well 
as any improvement projects identified and approved.  This year many 

of our efforts were focused on the 150 year celebration.   Through a dedicated and much appreciated group 
effort, we were able to successfully complete this past summer the designated  improvements to the sanctuary 
(outlined in the July, 2019 Newsletter),  while preserving the original character of our historic church.   Out-
side, new landscaping and refinishing of the front doors was completed in September. A special thanks to 
Chuck Adamson and Charles Batey who are major contributors to our church’s maintenance and renovation 
projects. 
 
We replaced several damaged and unsightly fire doors in the building, adding special “panic” hardware to im-
prove safety and security.  The gabled ends of the educational building were enclosed with aluminum and vi-
nyl to eliminate ongoing maintenance. 
 
The storm of September 10th caused significant roof and water damage in a localized area involving Pastor 
Michael’s and Tony Williams’ offices.  Much of the interior damage has been repaired with new flooring yet 
to be completed. Roof repairs are complete with sheet metal and air conditioning repairs are still outstanding. 
 
As a result of the storm and as a preventative measure, we plan to remove the large maple and the elm tree at 
the front of the church.   Replacement of these two trees with carefully selected varieties is being planned.  We 
also will remove the large hackberry tree at the entrance to Martin Hall. Competitive bids have been received 
for this work planned for November. 
 
In the coming weeks we will plan and budget for our 2020 activities covering maintenance as well as improve-
ments. 
 
**************************************************************************************** 

The Presbyterian Day School 

children were treated to visits 

from the Hendersonville Police 

Department, Gallatin Police De-

partment and the Hendersonville 

Fire Department during the month 

of September.  



I have the tremendous pleasure of saying 
gracious, dedicated people who were a part of making our 150th 
anniversary a success.  The daunting task of naming each one who 
contributed and participated would fill several pages.  I appreciate 
the support and prayers of our congregation as we progressed 
through the year of events and reflections of our historic past.  
Thank you to everyone who participated in planning and carrying 
out these plans for each event.  You all were part of a dream team.  
It was an honor to serve with each of you.
 

I must mention our leadership team before closing: Barry Ingram, 
Betty Ingram, Gary Head (planning), Kay Keck (advertising), Mary 
Anna Womeldorf (city,state liason), Diana Lynn (cemetery tour di-
rector), and Karen Baylor (history room curator).  These people are 
“movers and shakers”. 
 

A huge thank you to Linda Agee for her willingness to take on any 
task we needed help with.  Last, but definitely not least, I am so 
grateful to Michael Davis for his support and help throughout this 
adventure.  Michael was there for us every step of the way.
 

Now, as we move into our 151st year at First Presbyterian Church, 
let us all be thankful that “bidden or unbidden, God is present
are all part of a Holy Spirit filled future.  God has plans for us.  
Let’s stay grateful and not miss a minute of it.  Everyone has a part 
in the script of the very grand play! 
 

Blessings and Miracles—Freda Blackwell

Note from David Graybill—I can hardly believe it’s been a week since we were with you at the full-house cele-

bration at FPC whose gladness still rings within me with its pure joy! Meeting you—enjoying your warm hospital-

ity to me and appreciating how well you know the people of your congregation—and they you. The ease and com-

fort of my worship under your leadership. Listening to the glorious music, both played and sung by choir and con-

gregation. An excellent sermon—full of ponders and wonders. Remembering my gratitude for your invitation to 

come in the first place. Beholding a new building, from which I left on an Easter Sunday morning many decades 

back and glad that, under your leadership, it still remains fresh and new. A cemetery—and memorial wall—as a 

place to stop and give thanks for folks I knew. And the reception in Martin Hall, greeting friends both old and 

new. A WOW morning at your church. Thank you more than words can say for making this possible for me, Su-

san, and Elizabeth.  

Pastor Michael, along with former FPC pastors,  

David Graybill, Tim Reynolds and Justin Gung 

Mayor Jamie Clary & Mary Anna Womeldorf

Re-enactors from the community who volunteered to help with our Cemetery 
Tour, along with our members—Al Ballenger and Jim Lind 



   

I have the tremendous pleasure of saying “Thank You” to so many 
gracious, dedicated people who were a part of making our 150th 
anniversary a success.  The daunting task of naming each one who 
contributed and participated would fill several pages.  I appreciate 
the support and prayers of our congregation as we progressed 
through the year of events and reflections of our historic past.  
Thank you to everyone who participated in planning and carrying 
out these plans for each event.  You all were part of a dream team.  
It was an honor to serve with each of you. 

I must mention our leadership team before closing: Barry Ingram, 
Betty Ingram, Gary Head (planning), Kay Keck (advertising), Mary 
Anna Womeldorf (city,state liason), Diana Lynn (cemetery tour di-
rector), and Karen Baylor (history room curator).  These people are 

A huge thank you to Linda Agee for her willingness to take on any 
task we needed help with.  Last, but definitely not least, I am so 
grateful to Michael Davis for his support and help throughout this 
adventure.  Michael was there for us every step of the way. 

Now, as we move into our 151st year at First Presbyterian Church, 
bidden or unbidden, God is present”.  We 

are all part of a Holy Spirit filled future.  God has plans for us.  
s stay grateful and not miss a minute of it.  Everyone has a part 

in the script of the very grand play! 

Freda Blackwell 

Elder Emeritus Recipients—Ed Covington, Lois Foxall, 

Bill Keene and Al Ballenger 

Praise Band Concert at Sanders Ferry Park 

Church Worship Service & Picnic in the Park 

Mayor Jamie Clary & Mary Anna Womeldorf 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 2 

     7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

All Saints Day 

9:00 am Sign Lan-
guage Class 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship-
Communion 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

11:00 am All Saints    
Ceremony 

Daylight Savings Time 
Ends 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

10:30 am 
Women’s Book 
Group 

6:00 pm Mis-
sions Meeting 

7:00 pm Com-
munity Singers 
Practice 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

11:00 am Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign Lan-
guage Class 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

7:00 am Room in the Inn 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

6:30 pm Book 
Club 

7:00 pm Com-
munity Singers 
Practice 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

10:30 am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6:00 pm Life 
Issues Support 
Group 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Budget & 
Finance Meeting 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

7:00 pm Com-
munity Singers 
Concert 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00 am Sign Lan-
guage Class 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

11:00 am New Member 
Reception 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

1:00 pm Sew 
Many Blessings 

6:00 pm Educa-
tion Meeting 

6:00 pm Mem-
bership Meet-
ing 

7:00 pm Ses-
sion Meeting 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Window Deadline 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Michael-
Vacation 

9:00 am Sign Lan-
guage Class 

Michael-Vacation 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

No Connection Groups 

Michael-Vacation 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Michael-
Vacation 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

Michael-
Vacation 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Michael-Vacation 

Thanksgiving 
Day-Office 
Closed 

Michael-
Vacation 

Thanksgiving 
Holiday-Office 
Closed 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Michael-
Vacation 

9:00 am Sign Lan-
guage Class 

Michael-Vacation 
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SERMON SCHEDULE 

November 3 – Trusting God in trouble, Habakkuk 3:16-19  

(Communion; recognize members who have died in the last year.)  

November 10 – Thoughts on suicide, Luke 20:27-38 

November 17 – Look what God is doing in you!  Isaiah 65:17-25  

November 24 – guest preacher, Tom Tyndall 

SESSION ACTION 

 Prayer for congregational members 

 Approved minutes from September 16th 

 Reviewed and approved all reports 

 Funding a seminary student at Evangelical Theological 

Seminary in Cairo, Egypt out of the Mattie Dunn Fund 

 Discussed and voted to only have non-profit groups to use 

Martin Hall 

 Approved Sherry Smith as a check signer 

NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome Bud and Glenda Greek.  
They have two grown children with two 

grandchildren, and two great, grandchil-
dren.  They both are retired.  Bud is an en-
gineer who worked at the Tennessee De-
partment of Transportation, TVA, and 

Corp of Engineers.  He enjoys reading.  
Glenda worked as a secretary and at a 
mother’s day out ministry.  She was given 

the name, Ginnie by Holly Deland (Ched 
and Janice Yearout’s daughter) during the 
years of being her nanny.  

Thru September  2019 
 

Revenue    $ 216,960.07 
Expenses   $ 250,132.21 
Shortfall    $  -33,172.14 

Barbara Fleming and Pastor Michael enjoying 

lunch at Park Place for Pastor Appreciation Day! 

On November 3rd, we will 
celebrate All Saint’s Day in 
worship.  We will recognize 
church members who have 
died in the last year.  There 
will also be a ceremony in 
Martin Hall after worship.  
This is an individual ceremo-
ny of writing loved one’s 
names on a piece of paper 
and lighting a candle.  Scrip-
ture and prayer booklets are 
provided.  Please take it with 
you for yourself or to share 
with someone else. 



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

  1   - Shirley Tidwell 

 Avery Batey 

  5   - Mary Lu Batey 

  6   - Mary Anna Womeldorf 

 Billy Dye 

  8   - Pam Davis 

 11  - Joseph Dye 

 13  - Dick Kerman 

 16  - J.T. Thompson 

 21  - Janet Covington 

 25  - Les Cleveland 

 26  - Elisabeth DeWitt 

 Amanda Pettit 

Just a reminder that Day-

light Savings Time Ends on 

Sunday, November 3rd.  

Remember to set your 

clocks back one hour! 

The Church office will be closed on 

Thursday, November 28th and Friday, 

November 29th in observance of 

Thanksgiving! 


