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At our recent confirmation retreat at NaCoMe, I was teaching the youth about our 
church history.  They knew several important parts of the Reformation from classes at 
school.  We had a good time exchanging information back and forth, as we talked about 
Jerusalem, Rome, Germany, France, Scotland, and finally America.  We highlighted the 
famous people who are related to us through our faith.   
 
Even though the past may seem far away, it is closer than we think.  William Faulkner 
wrote in his Requiem for a Nun, “The past is never dead.  It’s not even the past.”  The 
great leaders of the Reformation, like Martin Luther, John Calvin, and John Knox, all 
have influenced the Presbyterian Church today.  We even talked about Francis Make-
mie, the Father of Presbyterianism who preached from the Carolinas to New York, rid-
ing on horseback, starting churches (five still exist), encountering Indian attacks, and 

getting paid in wheat, corn, linen, and yarn.  Oh, the good old days!  
 
We talked about the Roman Catholic service being centered on the Eucharist with an elevated altar and railing 
separating the people from the worship activity in the chancel.  Scripture was hardly read in worship.  Even if it 
was, the people did not know Latin.  The reformers hoped to reform the church, reading the Bible in the lan-
guage of the people and proclaiming the grace of God in Jesus Christ.  Many Presbyterian pulpits are elevated 
or centered in the chancel to emphasize the reading and proclaiming of the Bible.  The Lord’s Table and baptis-
mal font are brought closer to the people. 
 
Another big difference is the clergy.  The Roman Catholic Church elevated the clergy, saying they were a spe-
cial category apart from the people.  They created a hierarchy in their system.  Thank goodness the reformers 
eliminated this system of privilege and honor.  They said the clergy only differed from the people in function 
not status. All people are equal in God’s eyes.  The priest is not more important than the farmer in the field.  
Every person is called by God wherever they are in life. This is why many clergy refer to themselves as pastors 
not ministers.  We are all ministers.  We are all called to share the good news of Jesus Christ’s love and grace 
for all people.  You will see many Presbyterian pastors wearing black robes (mine is grey).  The reformers in-
fluenced us 500 years ago.  They wore black Genevan gowns instead of liturgical garment.  The same gowns 
were worn by the university professors.  They wanted to communicate the clergy were educated in theological 
and biblical studies.   
 
There is a lot of history in our sanctuary and tradition.  This history dates back much further than our 150 
years.  First Presbyterian Church in Hendersonville has had its challenges through the years.  Can you imagine, 
no indoor plumbing until 1955!  I bet those preachers had to keep their sermons short!  I did read in our records 
the hard work of the women of the church.  The Gallatin Examiner published several articles citing them devel-
oping plays, concerts, and other activities in the late 1800s to raise money for a pipe organ and a new roof on 
the sanctuary, and to pay down the debt.   
 
The Reformers had a saying that is still echoed today, the church is reformed and always reforming.  This 
means we are always open to the new things God is doing and are willing to make the appropriate changes to 
follow.  As we celebrate our 150 years of ministry, may we listen for God’s new direction. 
 
Love and Prayers, 



***********************************************************************************************************

 

First Presbyterian Church will be conducting a food drive for the Samaritan Center.  Please take a look at the 
list below before you shop.  Some items are more urgently needed than others.  Thank you for your support.—
Missions Committee 

Immediate Needs in the Food Bank: 
 

 Applesauce—cans or jars (not single serve) * 

 Canned fruit: peaches*, pears*, fruit cocktail* 

 Large soups—Progresso*, Chunky Soup* 

 Campbell soups (any brand, that size) all kinds* 

 Spaghetti sauce (can or jar) * 

 Canned meat: canned chicken*, hams*, corned beef or roast beef hash*, chili*,  
      Vienna sausage, etc. 

 Canned evaporated milk 

 Dried pasta—all kinds* 

 Corn muffin mix* 

 Pancake mix* and syrup* 
 
Note:  Those items marked with “*” symbol are most needed.  Those in BOLD print are most urgently need-
ed.  Please do not purchase green beans, corn, macaroni & cheese or peanut butter.  The Samaritan Center has 
been blessed with an abundance of these items.  We will be collecting the entire month of May. 

Community Impact Statement 

Gallatin Shalom Zone 2019 

The Gallatin Shalom Zone/Union High Resource Center serves as a one-stop shop for community services. 
Local non-profits rent space at below market value to better service the community in one location and stretch 
donor dollars. Organizations share common space, such as conference rooms and a media center, staff kitchen 
and other common areas. In addition, the organization has their own individual programs in the center with a 
summer camp the entire month of June. Career Development, and the Urban Experience Leadership program 
for middle and high school youth. Children are feed lunch during the entire summer in a program named 
“Street Feed”—and your church can volunteer!!!  A GED prep program is now serving the community; this 
will serve Sumner County as individuals work towards sustainability and employment. The Life Long Learn-
ing Center offers a public computer lab along with a library and various classes for the community. The Sha-
lom Zone serves as a resource center and networking center for community non-profit agencies through the 
Sumner Collaboration currently there are over 100 agencies on the role. These services in the building are 
“wrap around services”.  In addition, eleven agencies service clients and individuals. Mid Cumberland Com-
munity Action Agency, Cumberland Mental Health, Head Start, NAACP, Dr. Tut Lum Foundation, Gallatin 
Police Department and police training center, The ACCESS JOB PLACEMENT, and the Shalom Zone office.  
The area within a half a mile of the Shalom Zone-the average income is under $24,999 for 40% of the families 
AND 50% DO NOT HAVE A high school diploma. The free lunch rate in our area is 85%.  
www.gallatinshalomzone.net 

***********************************************************************************************************

National Day of Prayer:  It was President Ronald Reagan who signed into 
law the designation of the first Thursday in May as an annual observance for the 
National Day of Prayer.  This year’s National Day of Prayer is May 2nd.  We 
will open our sanctuary up from 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. for prayer.  There will 
be a devotional provided in the sanctuary. 

http://www.gallatinshalomzone.net


 

***********************************************************************************************************

Membership would like to share with you some 
of the things that we are presently working on in 
our committee.  JT Thompson and Kelly Horton 
are the Elder liaisons and we are excited about 
the many opportunities we have to serve in this 
150th anniversary year of Hendersonville First 
Presbyterian Church. 

We are presently working on ways to engage our inactive members to join us in our celebrations this year.  
We still have many members on the roster who are not regularly involved with the church, and one of our 
main goals is to make sure that we have our “arms around them” and that they have the congregational and 
pastoral love and care that they need.  This is a grassroots effort and we are thankful for Debra O’Brock who 
has been calling these members regularly in an attempt to both minister and check in on them.  Additionally, 
Debra has been wonderful about connecting with our visitors and ensuring they feel welcomed at FPC. 

Another current effort involves updating and modernizing our church communication methodology via an 
electronic “relationship management” system.  In a nutshell, this enables Linda and all of the various group/
committee/ministry leaders to know exactly who should be receiving specific niche communications involving 
these groups, the best way to communicate with each of you, and your up-to-date contact information.  More 
to come on this!  

Many of us have been so blessed to have served in the various committees and outreaches of our church and 
we are also working on getting some of their testimonies to share with you as well.  As we reflect on our 150 
years, we want to be sure to reflect as much as possible on the many people who have been joyful parts of our 
congregation. 

We are always looking for volunteers, and if any of the above sounds like something you may enjoy being a 
part of, please let Kelly or JT know!  We can use your talents and gifts! 

150th Anniversary Message to the Congregation 
 
It is impossible to measure the depth of influence this congregation has had on our lives 
since we came to First Presbyterian Church in the late 70’s.  We have learned so much 
through the opportunities to serve in this church family.  We have made life-long friends 
here and have watched many grow in Christ, as we have, through study and service.  In par-
ticular, we are very appreciative of the study offerings given through Kerygma, Beth Moore 
and Disciple. 
 

Most outstanding to us is that our children were born and baptized into this church.  They attended the Presby-
terian Day School when they came of age and received wonderful  preparation for school.  Both Ben & Kyle 
were very involved with youth group, Sunday school and Kyle served on many Appalachian Service Projects.  
We appreciate the valuable mentoring that our sons received from our church family. 
 
In a sense, Barry and I grew up here with many valuable mentors, also through working on the Property Com-
mittee, the Cemetery and Church History, Christian Education Committee, Missions Committee, Presbyterian 
Women, Bell Choir and the Presbyterian Day School.  As a family, we have gained spirituality through wor-
ship and through many trips to NaCoMe for family retreats with our church family.   
 
It is unimaginable to not have been part of this very special place! - Barry & Betty Ingram 

***********************************************************************************************************

Mark your calendars for Rise Against Hunger—June 29th from 9:00 
a.m.—12:00 p.m.  First Presbyterian Church will be hosting this event, 
and we will need about 40 volunteers to package a goal of 10,000 
meals!  Stay tuned for opportunities to volunteer and to donate money 
to support the event.  Contact Billy or Eva Dye for more information. 



 

Confirmation Class
 
We have eight kids in the confirmation class this year.  The class has had ten classes, observed a session meeting, 
and attended a NaCoMe overnight retreat.  Stan and Kathy Campbell, Amy and Tim Bish, and Karen Baylor and 
Jana Cleveland have all assisted in the teaching.  They have been very helpful and love our kids very much.  We 
have covered all kinds of topics over the last three months, including the Ten Commandments, Lord
and Apostles Creed.   
 
The students will write personal statements of faith to read to the session on May 12th.  We will recognize them 
in worship that day and have a reception for them.   

Time for Reflection 

Strategizing a Solution 

Working Together to Lower a Hoola Hoop

Marshmellow Swamp Game 

Group Shot! 



Confirmation Class 

We have eight kids in the confirmation class this year.  The class has had ten classes, observed a session meeting, 
and attended a NaCoMe overnight retreat.  Stan and Kathy Campbell, Amy and Tim Bish, and Karen Baylor and 
Jana Cleveland have all assisted in the teaching.  They have been very helpful and love our kids very much.  We 
have covered all kinds of topics over the last three months, including the Ten Commandments, Lord’s Prayer, 

The students will write personal statements of faith to read to the session on May 12th.  We will recognize them 

Tim & Amy taking a break 

Hard at Work 

Working Together to Lower a Hoola Hoop 

Crossing the Line Together - 
Not as easy as it looks! 

Competition with the Cup Game 



  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 4 

   7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

10:00—2:00 pm 
Sanctuary Open—
National Day of 
Prayer 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00  am Sign 
Language 
Class 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship-
Communion 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

5:00 pm Confirmation 
Class 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

10:00 am 
Women’s Book 
Group 

7:00 pm Com-
munity Singers 
Rehearsal 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

11:00 am Staff 
Meeting/
Brunch 

6:00 pm Mis-
sions Meeting 

7:00 pm Com-
munity Singers 
Concert 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00  am Sign 
Language 
Class 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

7:00 am Room in the Inn 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

Confirmation Class Re-
cogniton/Reception 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

6:30 pm Book 
Club 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

6:00 pm Life 
Issues Support 
Group 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

7:00 pm Budget 
& Finance Meet-
ing 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Window Dead-

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

9:00  am Sign 
Language 
Class 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

Connection Groups End 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

6:00 pm Educa-
tion Meeting 

6:00 pm Mem-
bership Meet-
ing 

7:00 pm Ses-
sion Meeting 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 

5:00 pm Wom-
en’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Michael-
Vacation 

9:00  am Sign 
Language 
Class 

Michael-
Vacation 

26 27 28 29 30 31   

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 
Rehearsal 

Michael-Vacation 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Michael-
Vacation 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal 

Michael-
Vacation 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Water-
color Class 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

7:00 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Michael-Vacation 

 Michael-Vacation 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Michael-
Vacation 

  



SESSION ACTION 

 Approved minutes from March 18 

 Prayed for the Congregation 

 Received report from the Presbyterian Day School 

 Approved baptisms for Will Masters and Avery and Luke Batey on May 5 

 Approved opening the sanctuary for prayer on National Day of Prayer, May 2 
(10:00-2:00) 

 Approved Ministry Unit reports  

 Received pastors report 

 Received update on sanctuary renovations 
 Approved $7540 out of Building and Grounds Reserve Fund 

 Amended the 2019 budget to reflect $4210 in the Worship Ministry Unit for 
150 anniversary expenses.   

 Discussed and approved the Youth Ministry Associate Leaders position 

SERMON SCHEDULE 

May 5 – Back to fishing, John 21:1-19 (Communion) 
May 12 – How is your hearing? John 10:22-30 (Recognizing Confirmation Class) 
May 19 – Defining the church, Acts 2:42-47 
May 26 – guest preacher 

Thru March 2019 
 

Revenue    $ 71,094.39 
Expenses   $ 80,721.72 
Shortfall    $   9,627.33 

***********************************************************************************************************

Do you remember?  “Back in the day”, as I remember, it was 1982.  I moved to 
Hendersonville.  That was a time when realtors asked the question, ”What 
church do you attend?”.  I was one of the newcomers who wanted to quickly es-
tablish my new church home and very proudly announced “Presbyterian”. The 
realtor also announced, very quickly and very proudly, that the little historic  
church,  First Presbyterian, was famous for their Taste and Tell luncheons.  This 
was the best information she had on First Presbyterian Church.  I later found that 
she was correct, as everyone knew about Taste and Tell. The whole community 
waited for the event. 
 
I personally experienced the hospitality of Taste and Tell when I was invited to help fill a table sponsored by 
one of our members. Each table was different, beautifully set, centered with fresh flowers, a unique creation 
by each table hostess. Each table spoke to the personality of the one who created it. The food was fabulous. I 
think I remember that box lunches were being picked up from the kitchen by people who had pre-ordered 
(may-be I dreamed this – if not, it makes a good story). I purchased a cookbook that day titled Favorite Reci-
pes From First Presbyterian Church compiled by the Women of the Church (WOC, now Presbyterian Women, 
PW). We later published  two more cookbooks, Taste and Tell, compiled by the WOC, and Coming Home For 
Dinner, compiled by The Tuesday Night Connection Group. I hope you own one, or all, of these. If you don’t, 
here’s one recipe to try. 
 
This recipe is from the first cookbook: 
 
Quiche Marie  - from the kitchen of Sherri Hodde 
1 ½ lbs. chopped fried bacon 
1 c. diced ham 
3 c. cottage cheese 
1 ½ lbs. grated Swiss cheese 
1 cooked green onion, chopped 
9 eggs, beaten 
½ c. sliced black olives 
2 small cans mushrooms (plus any other ingredients on hand, such as broccoli, spinach, chicken, etc..) 
 
This 150th anniversary year and all the years to follow, let us shine the Light of Christ in our Hendersonville 
community as we open our doors and our hearts to our neighbors. We have a history of hospitality here at First 
Presbyterian. My realtor was correct – we are famous for it.  -  Freda Blackwell 

Combine ingredients and pour into 
3 pie shells. Place in 425 degree 
oven for approximately 30 minutes 
or until it looks done. This recipe 
is always light and moist and al-
ways a big hit. 
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First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

  1  - Karen Baylor 

 Kathy Campbell 

  3  - Sara Reece 

  6  - Jana Cleveland 

 11  - Lauren Roche Powell 

 13  - Judy Wallis 

 14  - Tom Williams 

 22  - Al Ballenger 

 Kaitlynn Elliott 

 25  - Isaiah Brew 

 Olivia Masters 

 27  - Betty Ingram 

 Morgan Thompson 

 Cliff Deaner 

 30  - Casey Thompson 


