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First Presbyterian Church 

Hendersonville, TN    

February 2020 

Dear Friends, 

 

I bought my wife a compass for Christmas.  No, she is not into backpacking or orienteering.  She is a star-

gazer.  She especially is an avid observer of the International Space Station (ISS).   She will rattle off the sta-

tistics. 

 

Can you believe it is going over 17,000 miles an hour?  No dear. 

Did you know it is 254 miles above us?  Amazing, I respond.  

It circulates the earth 15 and ½ times each day.  Wow! 

It is huge – larger than a football field!  Incredible. 

 

I have learned a lot about the ISS through my wife’s passion!  The compass assists her to find the ISS.  Her 
ISS app offers the precise time and location in the sky.  She is outside five minutes early, orients the compass 
using magnetic north to find the right direction, and waits with anticipation.  With her wonderful Christmas 
gift, she can find the ISS with ease, as long as the sky is clear.   

 

J. Brent Bell has written a book titled, Sacred Compass.  Early in the book he identifies the Holy Spirit as our 
sacred compass.  Most of the book is about learning to identify and listen to the Holy Spirit’s influence on our 
lives.  He refers to Jesus’ words recorded in John (14:14-15).  Jesus will send the Holy Spirit.  The word de-
scribing the Holy Spirit is paraclete or counselor, who dwells with us and is in us.  Paraclete is a helper or 
guide.  Like a compass, Jesus gives us the Holy Spirit to guide and help us in our daily, modern-day disciple-
ship.   

 

I am sure you have heard the story of the woman who kept interrupting the sermon with her “Amens and alle-
luias.”  Finally, one man turned around and asked her to be quiet.  She said, “I can’t!  I got the Holy Spirit!?  
He responded, “you may have the Holy Spirit, but you didn’t get it here!” 

 

I want our church to be a place where people sense the Holy Spirit all around and embrace the power of the 
Holy Spirit to inspire and guide their lives.  Yes, yes, I know, a few people may slip and let out an “amen” or 
“alleluia,” ignoring the Presbyterian rules of worship or waking up the next person in the pew.  It would not be 
the first time! 

 

The Holy Spirit is our spiritual compass, helping us locate where we are and what direction to take.  This is 
Jesus’ gift to each one of us.  The same Spirit who inspired the writers of Scripture is sitting next to us, as we 
read the Holy Book.  As we read and study, the Spirit is like a personal trainer who is assisting us in our spir-
itual exercises, strengthening our faith.   

 

As we enter Lent, may we use our sacred compass, the Holy Spirit, who leads us into a deeper, more fulfilling 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

Love and Prayers,   



If Jesus Came To Your House 
by Lois Blanchard Eades 
 

If Jesus came to your house to spend a day or two - 
If He came unexpectedly, I wonder what you'd do. 
Oh, I know you'd give your nicest room to such an honored Guest, 
And all the food you'd serve to Him would be the very best, 

And you would keep assuring Him you're glad to have him there - 
That serving Him in your own home is joy beyond compare. 
 

But when you saw Him coming, would you meet Him at the door 
With arms outstretched in welcome to your heavenly Visitor? 
Or would you have to change your clothes before you let Him in? 

Or hide some magazines and put the Bible where they'd been? 
Would you turn off the radio and hope He hadn't heard? 
And wish you hadn't uttered that last, loud, hasty word? 

 
Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymn books out? 
Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about? 

And I wonder - if the Savior spent a day or two with you, 
Would you go right on doing the things you always do? 
Would you go right on saying the things you always say? 

Would life for you continue as it does from day to day? 
 
Would your family conversation keep up it's usual pace? 

And would your find it hard each meal to say a table grace? 
Would you sing the songs you always sing, and read the books you read, 
And let Him know the things on which your mind and spirit feed? 

Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you'd planned to go? 
Or would you, maybe, change your plans for just a day or so? 
 

Would you be glad to have Him meet your very closest friends? 
Or would you hope they'd stay away until His visit ends? 
Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on? 
Or would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone? 

It might be interesting to know the things that you would do 
If Jesus Christ in person came to spend some time with you. 
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***********************************************************************************************************  

Ash Wednesday comes 
quick this year!  We will 
begin the journey of Lent 
on Wednesday, February 
26 at 7:00 P.M.  Once 
again we will use ashes 
to remember our sinful-
ness and God’s wonder-
ful grace.  “From ashes 
you came and from ashes 
you will return.  In life 
and death, I belong to 
God.”  God’s grace 
shines brighter, as we 
recognize our on-going 
need for that grace and 
love.  As a congregation, 
we will have opportuni-
ties to walk together to 
Easter.  There will be 
daily scripture readings, 
a sermon series on pray-
er, and inspiring music. 

Session Members & Ministry Units 

Missions – Evelyn Kemp & Eva Dye  

Discipleship & Education – Kathy Ebbert 

Congregational Care – Kelly Horton & Brenda Hubbell 

Worship – Janna Willis & Richard Roche 

Personnel – June Still 

Membership – J.T. Thompson & Jim Perry 

Building/Grounds – Ched Yearout & David Abbott 

June Still – Clerk of Session 



 St. Ignatius of Loyola grew up in the early fifteenth century in 
Spain.  He was pompous and obsessed with winning glory on the 
battlefield.  Rejecting his father’s wish for him to become a priest, 
he joined the military.  After a cannon ball shattered his leg, he 
found himself stuck in a hospital recuperating.  The only books 
people brought him were books on the saints and loving Christ.  It 
was here that his life drastically shifted towards God.  He said, 
“Act as if everything depended on you; trust as if everything de-
pended on God.” 

***********************************************************************************************************  

Walking the Path! 
 

“You will discover things in the woods that you never found in books.  Stones 
and trees will teach you things that you never heard from your school teach-
ers.”  St Bernard of Clairvaux 
 

My weekend retreat at the Abbey of Gethsemani. God’s whispers can be heard 
on the trails of Gethsemani, walking the trails, listening to the silence and feel-
ing God’s love wrapped around you, by the breezes blowing through the trees. 
The birds singing in the distance. A squirrel catching your attention to stop and 
visit. The babble of a stream as you walk by and the glorious sun you see peak 
through the clouds.   
 

God created all to be in relationship with him, because he loves us and every-
thing he has created.  God has created a seed in each one of our hearts. The 
seed of love, it is up to each one of us, to develop God’s seed and love the way 
God intended for us.  
 

Each time you share God’s love you seed grows. There are so many ways to share God’s Love, unique to each 
of us, think of your spiritual gifts. Helping the Angel Tree children at the Community Child Care, feeding 
someone in need, singing, playing bells, being part of the praise band, joining in worship. Think of your gifts 
that God has placed in your heart, as a seed from God to nurture and grow his love for everything he has creat-
ed and loves. 

***********************************************************************************************************  

Shower The People is an organization that provides on-site showers for 
those without access to permanent facilities, using a converted school bus 

that is equipped with showers and a restroom.  They are primarily focused 
on the homeless community of Nashville, but they are also available for 
disaster relief.  So many people do not have access to a simple shower, 

which many of us take for granted, and which is so important to a sense of 
well-being and dignity.  Last summer in VBS, kids in the Live-it module 
made hygiene kits that were donated to Shower The People. This month we 

are asking for gently used towels you no longer need.  The teens will tie-
dye them to cover up any stains. Then we will donate them to Shower The 
People for use in their rounds.  Thanks for your participation. 



Souper Bowl of Caring Luncheon—February 2, 2020 

 

Our Souper Bowl luncheon is fast approaching.  We are asking our congregation 
members to bring a crockpot of their favorite soup to share.  This is truly a 
blessing as it gives us the opportunity to put more money toward our dona-
tion.  This year, we are letting our youth pick their charity.  I’m asking the youth 
to provide the desserts.  You could bake your own, 
call a baker friend and ask them to make it, order an 
extra box of girl scout cookies, buy a tray of cookies 
or a dessert already made.  We will need cakes, cook-
ies, brownies, pies, or any sweet treat you can think 
of!  Again, this is to save our money to give more in 
our donation. Last year, you all raised $1000 to donate 

and I am praying the Lord blesses us with that or maybe even more!  

Youth please be at the church on Souper Bowl Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in your favorite 
team jersey or t-shirt and blue jeans ready to set up, prepare and serve our church a 
Super Bowl of Soup!          

***********************************************************************************************************  



   



February 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       1 

      Presbytery Meet-
ing- Tullahoma 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship-
Communion 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 

11:00 am Souper Bowl of 
Caring Meal - MH 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

10:30 am 
Women’s Book 
Group 

6:00 pm Mis-
sions Meeting 

7:00 pm NA  
Meeting in MH 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercol-
or Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

 

9:00 am Staff 
Meeting 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

7:00 am Room in the Inn 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 
11:00 am Handbell Choir 

11:00 am Cong. Care 
Meeting 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

6:30 pm Book 
Club 

7:00 pm NA  
Meeting in MH 

6:00 pm Life 
Issues Support 
Group 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercol-
or Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

6:00 pm Worship 
Meeting 

7:00 pm Budget & 
Finance Meeting 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

 

 7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 

11:00 am Liturgist Train-
ing 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

1:00 pm Sew 
Many Blessings 

6:00 pm Mem-
bership Meet-
ing 

7:00 pm Ses-
sion Meeting 

7:00 pm NA  
Meeting in MH 

10:30 am Sun-
shine Ministry 

10:30 am 
Women’s Bible 
Study-Lesson 
5 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercol-
or Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Adult 
Choir 

Window Deadline 

 Handbell Festival 
- Hermitage 

7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

Handbell Festival 
- Hermitage 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Worship 

11:00 am Handbell Choir 

10:00 am Cro-
chet Group 

7:00 pm NA  
Meeting in MH 

7:00 pm Praise 
Band Practice 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible Study 

1:00 pm Watercol-
or Class 

5:00 pm Sudanese 
After School Pro-
gram 

7:00 pm Ash 
Wednesday     
Service 

 

  7:30 pm NA 
Meeting in MH 

 *** NOTE*** 

NA Meetings—
Wednesday 
Nights—       
7:00 p.m. 



SERMON SCHEDULE 

February 2 – What does Justice look like today?  Micah 6:1-8 (Communion)  
February 9 – Salt and light for God, Matthew 5:13-16 
February 16 – Choosing life every day, Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
February 23 – What are your expectations of God, Matthew 11:2-11 
February 26 – Ash Wednesday service with disposition of ashes 

SESSION ACTION 

 Approve minutes from December 15th and 16th 

 Prayed for the congregation 

 Heard and approved Budget report 
 Approving the surplus of $28,279 to the Reserve Account 

 Approved baptism request by Drew and Jennifer Watson for their child, 
Shep on Feb 16th 

 Approved ministry unit reports 

December 2019 
 

Revenue    $ 356,179.41 
Expenses   $ 327,899.78 
Surplus      $   28,279.63 

It is hard to believe that Lent is almost here which means Easter is not far behind.  It 
seems that we just celebrated Christmas.  I’m not sure I’ve completely recovered from 
Christmas.  But before I continue, I need to send a very late thank you to the Adult 
Choir for all the wonderful singing for the Lessons and Carols and Christmas Eve.  I 
know that we were a little smaller in numbers, but you still worked very hard and rose 
to the occasion.  Please know that I appreciate all that you do for the choir, the church 
and our Lord.  Thank you for everything.   

With Lent and Easter just around the corner, the choir is busy preparing music for the season.  In addition to 
the Sundays that the choir will sing, we will also sing for the Ash Wednesday service which is February 26 at 
7:00 p.m.  Also, a few years ago, the choir began a tradition of singing several anthems, for the Maundy 
Thursday service, that tell the story of Jesus as he prepared to go to the cross.  In previous years, many people 
have told me that they thought this service was both moving and powerful.  I hope that will be the same this 
year.  The Maundy Thursday service will be Thursday, April 9.  Then, on Easter Sunday, we celebrate the res-
urrection of our Lord with the hymns and choir anthems accompanied by brass instruments and organ.  I think 
that it will be a joyous day.  Please do come out and support the choir in their endeavors as we are reminded 
of the God’s love for us.   

As I stated earlier, the choir has been a little smaller in numbers in recent months.  Several of our members 
have been missing due to health and other challenges.  We need people now, more than ever.  Please consider 
joining the choir through Easter.  If you like it, you are more than welcomed to stay.  If you find it’s not for 
you, you will be missed but your contributions will be greatly appreciated.  We are very happy to have Mere-
dith Melvin join us recently.  She has been a great addition to the choir, and we do hope that she will stay with 
us past Easter.  The people in the choir are great people to work with and I think we have a special bond.  Al-
so, we all have fun together.  So please consider joining us, even for a short term.  Rehearsals are each 
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the choir room. 

Tony Williams 



First Presbyterian Church 

172 W. Main St. |  Hendersonville, TN  

(615) 824-8604 ; Fax (615) 824-3631 

Website: www.hendersonvillefpc.org 

Email: linda@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

Worship Service—10:00 a.m. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Michael Davis, Pastor 

michael@hendersonvillefpc.org  

Dr. Anthony Williams, Organist/Choir Director 

tony@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Linda Agee, Church Administrator  

linda@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Chuck Adamson, Building Maintenance 

chuck@hendersonvillefpc.org 

Amy Bleich, Nursery Attendant 

Carolyn McCoy, P.D.S. Director 

PDSDirector123@gmail.com  

  1  - Ryan Estepp 

  8  - Sherry Smith 

  9  - Richard Wallis 

 10  - Kaitlynn Edmonson 

 11  - Jackie Decker 

 12  - Emma Wells 

 13  - Ethan Minor 

 14  - Susan Keen 

 Matthew Keen 

 15  - Jim Lacy 

 Linda Shipley 

 17  - Sprigg Ebbert 

 18  - Ben Dye 

 Clint Young 

 20  - Debra Obrock 

 24  - Ian Pettit 

 25  - Cathy Lind 

 Ched Yearout 

 28  - Kelly Horton   


