
 
GATHERING TO WORSHIP 

 
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville.  The asterisk (*) 
invites all who are able to stand.  Bold designates portion that the 
congregation reads.  There is more information under the section “This 
Morning.” 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE             Prelude on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”          Marilyn Biery                              
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                                                                    
The true light, which enlightens everyone, is coming into the world. 
We light this candle of love. 
The gospel writer tells us that God loves the world. 
God loves the world so much that he sent his only Son. 
Jesus Christ came not to condemn us but save us. 
Let us worship the Christ child who is our Savior and Lord. 

                                                                    
*HYMN 154                         O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
                                                                                                             
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                           Psalm 80 

Shepherd of Israel, God of hosts, we have turned away from you, 
neglecting the welfare of your creation, ignoring the plight of your 
people, trampling on the creatures and the plants you have made, 
taking from Earth what we cannot give back.  We have not helped 
our neighbors in need, kept peace within our families, or tended the 
vine you have planted in our own lives.  Forgive us and lead us to a 
more gracious life.  In your compassion, turn us to your way.  Restore 
us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be 
saved. In Christ we pray.  Amen. 

                        
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                                         

“You are called to belong to Jesus Christ.”   
For the sake of the One God promised to send, 
named as God’s Son, 
who died, was raised, and through whom we receive grace, 
God forgives us for all your sins.  
You are God’s beloved, called to be saints.  
Grace and peace to us all. 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
* RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS       Angels We Have Heard on High          # 188, v. 1                 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
 
 

 
OFFERING OUR LIVES TO GOD 
       OFFERTORY                 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel              arr. Paul McFarlan 
      *DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                      
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
 praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
     * PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                                                              
 
SCRIPTURE READING                              Matthew 28:16-20                                  p. 812 
        The Word of the Lord.            
        Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM                             O Come, All Ye Faithful                        arr. Brian Childers 
     
SCRIPTURE READING                              Matthew 1:18-25                                             p. 783 
       The Word of the Lord.            
        Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                “The Perfect Christmas”                  Rev. Michael Davis 
   

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
*HYMN 180                      O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Apostle’s Creed     

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; he descended to the dead; the third day 
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.                      

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 
 
 

 
*HYMN 185                        Hark! the Herald Angels Sing                                  
 
*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION                       Joy to the World!                          # 179, v. 1 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
 *POSTLUDE                             Savior of the Nations, Come                      J.S. Bach 
                  
_______ ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
We are delighted you have joined us to worship the Lord Jesus Christ.  
We hope you are encouraged in your faith and feel at home.  Please let 
us know a bit about you by taking a moment to fill out the Visitors’ 
portion of the Attendance Register in the black folder on the pew. There 
is an attended nursery for infants and children thru age 2.  Restrooms 
are accessible through the front, right doors and upstairs.   If you need 
directions to the nursery, restrooms, or any other assistance, please ask 
one of the ushers.  If you would like more information on the church, 
there are brochures in the narthex. 
 
THIS MORNING 

 This morning the Masters Family is lighting the Advent Candle. 

 This week’s liturgist is Steve Martin. 

 This week’s acolyte’s are Morgan Thompson and Emma Wells. 

 During our worship service, we “Pass the peace,” continuing a 
tradition that goes back to the origins of the Christian church. 
Jesus extended peace as a greeting, and the Apostle Paul begins 
his letters with a prayer for peace. Each week we intentionally 
wait until after we have acknowledged the gospel of God’s 
forgiveness to exchange the peace that should naturally result. As 
we shake hands with (or hug) one another, one person says, “The 
peace of Christ be with you,” and the other responds, “And also 
with you.” Extending the peace of Christ to one another 
symbolizes our unity amidst a world of divisions.  

 Audio Sermons are now available on the church website!  Visit 
www.hendersonvillefpc.org.  They are located on the front page 
of the website. 

 This week’s nursery volunteer is: Casey Thompson. Next Week: 
Leigh Masters. 

 Church Lock-up Schedule – This Week: Michael Davis.  Christmas 
Eve: Evelyn Kemp.  Next Week: Kelly Horton. 

 Statistics for December 15, 2019 
o Attendance – 90 

 
************************************************************ 
 

http://www.hendersonvillefpc.org/


 

Joy Gift Offering:  We are collecting the Joy Gift Offering today.  Half of this 
offering goes into an assistance program with the Board of Pensions that 
helps current and retired church workers and their families who are in 
financial need and the other half makes it possible for students to learn and 
grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color. 

 

Watercolor Class:  Good News!  The Watercolor Class, taught by Barbara 
Brooks, will resume meeting beginning in January.  Watch bulletin for more 
details. 
 
Love Offering:  It is that time again to collect for the annual “Love Offering” 
for First Presbyterian Church’s staff.  We will collect throughout the month 
of December, and distribute the offering to the staff members to recognize 
their continued loyal service to the Church.  You may contribute by check, 
and note “Love Offering” on the check. 
 
Praise Band Rehearsals:  There will be no Praise Band Rehearsals during 
the month of December.  Rehearsals will resume on January 7th! 
 
Sign Language Classes:  Our sign language class, taught by Jo McCrary, is 
going to take a hiatus for the holidays.  We will resume sometime in 
January.  Watch bulletin for details. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
Sunday, December 22 
   9:00  a.m. Sunday School 

10:00  a.m. Worship 
 11:00  a.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
   Joy Gift Offering 
Monday, December 23 
 10:00  a.m. Crochet Group 
   7:00  p.m. NA Meeting in MH 
Tuesday, December 24 
   Christmas Eve – Office Closed 
  7:00  p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Wednesday, December 25 
      Christmas Day – Office Closed 

 7:00  p.m. NA Meeting in MH  
Friday, December 27 
  7:30  p.m. NA Meeting in MH 
Sunday, December 29 
 10:00  a.m. Worship 
 11:00  a.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
   Four Cents a Meal Offering 
 
 

WE ASK FOR PRAYERS FOR THESE CONTINUED CONCERNS: Bob 
Andrews, Meara Edrington, Erika & Ray Hauer, Janet Edrington, 
Karen Scott, Matt Plunk, Roger Hankins, Kim Mathis, Robin Nixon, 
Phil Howard, Pete Powilleit, Silvia Warren, Jan Sansler, Family of 
Danielle McCoy, Tracy Scheel, Gordon Presley, Chris Davis, Mary 
Lou Settle, Bloma Hale, Family of Reita Huckeby, Effie Lee Cherry, 
Burneice Witt, Hoyt Brindle, Debbie Brooks, Family of Joe Ellison, 
Family of Gordon Presley, Ed Covington, Amy Emberton, and Tim, 
Christina, Owen, Dottie & Daisy Deaux. 
 
AND FOR THESE NEW CONCERNS:  John W. (friend of Lucy Hardin), 
Betty Russell (friend of Pat Paisley), Rachel Ballenger, and the 
Edwards Family (Hal Hubbell’s brother). 
 
AND FOR THESE MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Kevin Stepp, 
Duane Farnham, Jr. (Paulette’s son), Joseph Elkins (Tonya Elkins 
brother), A.J. Morris (Brenda DePriest’s grandson), James 
Hawthorne (son of Blake Hawthorne), Sole Aléxovich (Brooks 
Family), Joseph Elkins, Daniel Grindstaff (Carol Thompson’s 
grandson), and Garrett Mason (great nephew of Bob & Jane 
Marshall). 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
172 West Main Street - Hendersonville, TN 37075 

Office: 615-824-8604 / Fax: 615-824-3631 
www.hendersonvillefpc.org  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sunday, December 22, 2019 

 
 

Responding to God’s love and grace, 
our vision is to serve Christ through service to others 

 
 

 

http://www.hendersonvillefpc.org/

