
GATHERING TO WORSHIP 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville.  The asterisk (*) 
invites all who are able to stand.  Bold designates portion that the 
congregation reads.  There is more information under the section “This 
Morning.” 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHURCH STORY 
 
PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES     Prelude on “Nettleton”     Gerre Hancock                
        
*CALL TO WORSHIP    

The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, 
the world, and those who live in it; 
for he has founded it on the seas, 
and established it on the rivers. 
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 
And who shall stand in his holy place? 
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, 
who do not lift up their souls to what is false,  
and do not swear deceitfully. 
Lift up your heads, O gates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient door  that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is the King of glory 
The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle. 
Lift up your heads, O gates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient doors that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is this King of glory? 
The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. 

                                                                                                          

*HYMN 68                     Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 
INTRODUCTION TO CONFESSION OF SIN                                     
                                                                                                                        
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                        

Merciful God, we confess that we have strayed from your ways.  Like 
the Prodigal Son, we have wasted our inheritance.  You gave us the 
earth for our home, but we squander earth’s resources and hoard its 
bounty.  You gave us neighbors to love, but we pursue selfish 
ambitions.  You gave us the commandments that lead to human 
flourishing, but we break your law and forsake your love.  Forgive us 
our sin and bring us to repentance.  Draw our wandering hearts back 
to you that we may find freedom in obedience to your love.  Through 
Christ our Lord we pray. Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                                          
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 
OFFERING OUR LIVES TO GOD                             Berceuse                                Louis Vierne 
       OFFERTORY                                         
      *DOXOLOGY      
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
 praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
     * PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                               
                                                           
SCRIPTURE READING                             Luke 15:1-3, 11-32                                   p. 850        
       The Word of the Lord.            
        Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM                                          Amazing Grace                                 Jay Althouse  
      
SCRIPTURE READING                         2 Corinthians 5:16-21                              p. 940 
       The Word of the Lord.            
        Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                “Ambassadors of Christ”                 Rev. Michael Davis 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
*HYMN 72                                Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

For the church throughout the world,  
that all Christians may embody the reconciling  
love of Christ,  
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the nations of the world and its leaders,  
that all may dwell in peace  
and that justice may be tempered by mercy,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
 
 

For the planet Earth, God’s gift to humankind,  
that all may share wisely its resources  
and conserve its riches for our children’s children,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our enemies,  
that we may regard them with the reconciling love  
made manifest in Christ,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who are sick or in trouble,  
for the defenseless, the weak, and the poor,  
that they may be restored to wholeness of life and livelihood,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the lost,  
for those who have abandoned God, friends, or family,  
and for those who have never known such love,  
that they may come to know the joy of love’s embrace,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Loving God, hear the prayers of your people  
for the sake of our world, 
and our Savior Jesus Christ, through whom we pray. 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH               

We say, “It’s impossible.” 
Jesus says, “All things are possible.” (Luke 18:27) 
We say, “I am too tired.” 
Jesus says, “I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 
We say, “Nobody really loves me.” 
God says, “I love you.” (John 3:16) 
We say, “I can’t go on.” 
Jesus says, “My grace is sufficient for you.” (2 Corinthians 12:9) 
We say, “I can’t figure things out.” 
God says, “I will direct your steps.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
We say, “I can’t do it.” 
God says, “You can do all things in me.” (Philippians 4:13) 
 
 
 



We say, “It’s not worth it.” 
God says, “It will be worth it. (Romans 8:28) 
We say, “I can’t forgive myself.” 
God says, “I forgive you.” (1 John 1:9; Romans 8:1) 
 
We say, “I can’t manage.” 
God says, “I will supply all your needs.”  (Philippians 4:19) 
We say, “I am afraid.” 
God says, “I have not given you the spirit of fear.” (2 Timothy 1:7) 
We say, “I am always worried and frustrated.” 
God says, “Cast all your cares on me.”  (1 Peter 5:7) 
We say, “I don’t have enough faith.”  
God says, “I’ve given everyone a measure of faith.” (Romans 12:3) 
We say, “I’m not smart enough.” 
God says, “I give you wisdom.” (1 Corinthians 1:30) 
We say, “I feel all alone.” 
God says, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) 

 
*HYMN 544                            The Church’s One Foundation                           
 
*CHARGE  
 
*BLESSING 
 
CHORAL BENEDICTION          The Lord Bless You and Keep You     Peter C. Lutkin  
 
*POSTLUDE                                 Toccata in G Minor                 Johann Pachelbel 
 
_______ _____________________________________________________ 
 
We are delighted you have joined us to worship the Lord Jesus Christ.  
We hope you are encouraged in your faith and feel at home.  Please let 
us know a bit about you by taking a moment to fill out the Visitors’ 
portion of the Attendance Register in the black folder on the pew. There 
is an attended nursery for infants and children thru age 2.  Restrooms 
are accessible through the front, right doors and upstairs.   If you need 
directions to the nursery, restrooms, or any other assistance, please ask 
one of the ushers.  If you would like more information on the church, 
there are brochures in the narthex. 
 
THIS MORNING 

 During our worship service, we “Pass the peace,” continuing a 
tradition that goes back to the origins of the Christian church. 
Jesus extended peace as a greeting, and the Apostle Paul begins 
his letters with a prayer for peace. Each week we intentionally 
wait until after we have acknowledged the gospel of God’s 
forgiveness to exchange the peace that should naturally result. As 
we shake hands with (or hug) one another, one person says, “The 
peace of Christ be with you,” and the other responds, “And also 
with you.” Extending the peace of Christ to one another 
symbolizes our unity amidst a world of divisions.  

 Audio Sermons are now available on the church website!  Visit 
www.hendersonvillefpc.org.  They are located on the front page 
of the website under Pastor’s Weekly Message. 

 This week’s nursery volunteer is: Linda Ballenger. Next Week: 
Karen Baylor. 

 Church Lock-up Schedule – This Week: June Still.  Next Week: Ched 
Yearout. 

 Statistics for March 24, 2019 
o Attendance – 84 

 
************************************************************ 
 
COOKING IN HIS SERVICE . . . AGAIN - Some of you may remember that our 
church used to provide individual home-cooked meals, frozen and stored 
in the Martin Hall freezer. They’re back! We want to provide an easy meal 
for you when you may not be feeling well, or if you would like to minister 
to a friend or neighbor who could use a visit and a little sustenance. No 
need to ask permission. Feel free to grab one of the entrees anytime. If you 
add a bag of salad, you’re good to go with a healthy lunch or dinner! The 
current options involve pasta and sauce, so even vegetarians can use this 
service. If you have questions or would like to help provide meals in the 
future, please see Paulette Farnham or Stan Campbell. 
 
Lenten Sermon Bible Study:  Ever want to improve the sermons?  Maybe 
offer a little help, assistance, direction?  Well now is your chance.  There is 
a Lenten Sermon Bible study on Tuesdays during Lent.  You can meet with 
Michael to discuss the week’s sermon.  He will share some information 
from his study and ask questions that will help in the formation of the 
sermon.  We will meet upstairs in room 1 at 11:00 a.m.  The passage we will 
look at is Isaiah 43:16-21.  Remember to bring your Bibles. 
 
 

WE ASK FOR PRAYERS FOR THESE CONTINUED CONCERNS: Bob 
Andrews, Meara Edrington, Erika & Ray Hauer, Ben Settle, Bob 
Chaput, Roger Simoneau, Terry Lynn Dixon, Lauren, Lois Foxall, 
Rick McCune, Laurie Greenfield, Guy Pridgen, Dr. Patricia Scott, 
Jim Applewhite, Doug Willis, David Bodkin, Joshua Mathis, and 
Andrea Davis & Family. 
 
AND THESE NEW CONCERNS: Arthur Sullivan (neighbor of Kay 
Keck), Martin (friend of Margaret), and Mary Perry. 
 
AND FOR THESE MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Kevin 
Stepp, Duane Farnham, Jr. (Paulette’s son), Edward Clark 
(Mildred Vickery’s great-grandson), Joseph Elkins (Tonya Elkins 
brother), A.J. Morris (Brenda DePriest’s grandson), James 
Hawthorne (son of Blake Hawthorne), and Sole Aléxovich  
(Brooks Family). 

 

 
 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
172 West Main Street - Hendersonville, TN 37075 

Office: 615-824-8604 / Fax: 615-824-3631 
www.hendersonvillefpc.org  

 
Sunday, March 31, 2019 

 
 

 
 

                    

 
 
 

Responding to God’s love and grace, 
our vision is to serve Christ through service to others 
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