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Dear Friends, 
 
When you look ahead, what do you see?  After the vaccines are administered, masks 
put away, and hugging reinstated, is life normal again?  It seems to me no one can see 
those details in the future.   
 
As we wait and wonder, may we remember the all-powerful God of the universe comes 
near to us, giving us wings to fly.  The prophet Isaiah reminds the discouraged exiles 
that God is not weak nor does God forget.  “Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens:  
who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one and calls forth 
each of them by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of 
them is missing (40:26).” 

 
The star-naming God comes to us with strength.  The greatest athletes excel beyond the typical human ability, 
but they do not come near to God’s power.  They too will grow tired and weary.  “He gives strength to the 
weary and increases the power of the weak.  Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and 
fall (verses 29-30).” 
 
We are all suffering from pandemic exhaustion.  Everyone is tired of it.  Ready for it to go away or to be pro-
tected from it.  Like in any challenging time of waiting for something better to come along, God is present in 
strength and love.  I wonder if the Lord is heard more clearly when we are weak and vulnerable.  Or maybe it 
is our vulnerability that enables us to listen better to the voice of God.  The circumstances quiet our busy lives 
and hush our noisy minds.  What if “abnormal” life is God’s favorite time to teach us more about his love and 
grace? 
 
There was another time when God’s people were complaining.  They were captives in Egypt.   Through Mo-
ses, God forced Pharaoh to release the Israelites from Egypt.  They were not very far out of Egypt when Phar-
aoh changed his mind and pursued them with an army.  The people were trapped with 600 chariots on one side 
and the Red Sea on the other side.  They complained.  This is all Moses’ fault.  God’s too.  Moses tells them, 
“Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians 
you see today you will never see again.  The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still (14:13-14).” 
 
You need only to be still.  I wonder how often the Lord is saying this to us.  Spend more time reading and stud-
ying scripture.  Remind yourself the God who put the stars in place comes near you.  As we wait for the new 
normal, the Lord will renew our strength.  The soaring eagle is a reminder that God strengthens are souls to run 
and not grow weary and walk and not faint.  We become spiritual athletes focused on the life-sustaining grace 
of God.   
 
May we walk this road of Lent focused on the God who keeps count of the stars and comes near to lift and 
guide us with his powerful, yet gentle hands.  May we learn more about being still and open while we wait. 
 
Love and Prayers,      
 



John Calvin was a French theologian, pastor, and reformer in Geneva, Switzerland.  
He was a major influence in the Protestant Reformation.  He was brilliant develop-
ing new ideas in politics, education, and theology.  At age 27 he wrote the Institutes 
of the Christian Religion which influenced all reformed churches, including the 
Presbyterian Church.  This systematic approach to theology is translated into 100 
languages.  Here are a few of his quotes: 

 

 Faith is like an empty, open hand stretched out towards God, with nothing to offer and everything to re-
ceive.  

 Whatever a person may be like, we must still love them because we love God. 

 Men will never worship God with a sincere heart, or be roused to fear and obey Him with sufficient zeal, 
until they properly understand how much they are indebted to His mercy. 

 Scripture is like a pair of spectacles which dispels the darkness and gives us a clear view of God. 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

One of the first things a person in crisis needs is 
food. Hendersonville Samaritan Center helps meet 

this need in our community.  Their 2020 Food Drive was cancelled due to COVID and the food supplies are 
low. 
 
Our church is supporting the collection of food for the center which is currently in need of the following items:  

 Plain tuna packets   

 Boxed macaroni & cheese 

 Cream soups (cream of chicken, celery) any brand 

 Canned meat: canned chicken , hams, corned beef or roast beef hash, beef stew, Vienna sausages 

 Canned evaporated milk 

 Canned vegetables: lima beans, refried beans, great northern beans, black-eyed peas, green 
peas, potatoes  

 Bags (2 or 4 lb.) granulated sugar 

 Saltine crackers 

 Boxed Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper & Chicken Helper 
  
***Items in BOLD print are urgently needed. 
  
** PLEASE don’t purchase green beans, corn, canned tuna or peanut butter!  We’re blessed 
with an abundance of these items.     
    
Please consider making a donation. You may leave your items in the bin at the side entry of 
the church through March. Thank you for your help! 

************************************************************* *************************** 

 

Missie Colson—Psalm 118:8  “It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence 
in man.” 
 
I have carried this in my wallet for years.  I will pull it out and read it when there are is-
sues at work or if I am let down by other people’s actions.  It comforts me to sit and read 
this and pray to God. I think it is especially important during these troubling times. 
 
Evelyn Kemp—2 Chronicles 20:15 “ Do not fear or be dismayed at this great multi-

tude; for the battle is not yours but God’s.” 
 
When I feel overwhelmed, this scripture reminds me that God is in control and that I just need to do my part 
and leave the rest to him. 

 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/662118
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/662118
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/592162
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1022886
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1022886
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1366390


 
 
 
When attending in person service, this month’s Mystery Member isn’t shy about 
singing loudly from the back pews of the church. From Meade County, Kentucky, 
(with an accent to prove it) this country boy grew up going to a Catholic church 
with his Granny and a Baptist church with his mom. It wasn’t until he met his wife 
freshman year at Western Kentucky University that he eventually became a Pres-

byterian. FPC is the first church he has been an official member of.  
 
The Mystery Member is an Automotive Machining Specialist and is currently working on a Master of Engi-
neering degree at Vanderbilt University. He worked through college as a Junior Manufacturing Engineer to 
pay for his education and learn the industry.  
 
When he’s not working or doing homework, you can find this Mystery Member playing with his two sons 
who look exactly like him. On the rare occasion, when his honey-do-list is complete, he also enjoys rebuilding 
his ’84 Dodge Truck. His dream as a child was to be a racecar driver; a dream his firstborn son shares.  
 
In addition to being a handyman, he is an excellent cook. He makes a mean chili and the fluffiest waffles. If 
you guess this Mystery Member, maybe you can convince him to cook you both.   

The Mystery Member Returns –  

and the Mystery Member This Month Is ... 

**************************************************************************************** 

 
Session Statement of Faith – 2021 

 
       We believe God is the Creator of heaven and earth. 
       We believe God is loving, merciful, and forgiving. 
       We are created in God’s image, called to reflect his compassion, justice, and mercy. 
 
       We believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God, who came to show us God’s endless love. 
       We believe Jesus Christ died on the cross to save us from our sins and rose from the dead. 
       We are followers of Christ, called to follow his teachings and selfless service to others. 
 
       We believe the Holy Spirit is our connection with the Trinity:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
       We believe the Holy Spirit is our counselor and advocate, giving us direction. 
       We believe the Holy Spirit lives within us, calling us every day to listen and follow. 
 
       We believe the Church is the Body of Christ that promotes and follows Christ’s teachings. 
       We believe the Church is the people of God who gather to worship, serve, and share our gifts. 
       We are united in Jesus Christ, called to represent Christ to one another and the world. 
 
       We believe service is our individual and corporate response to God’s grace and love. 
       We believe service is belief in action and a reflection of Christ’s love for all people.  
       We believe every Christian is a minister, called to serve Christ through our service to others. 

 

Every year the session writes a statement of faith that is read at the beginning of every session meet-
ing.  The pastor and elders describe with one word or short phrase what they believe about God, Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, church, and service.  Michael takes their answers and writes a statement of 
faith.  Here is the statement of faith for 2021.    



Bob & Jane Marshall Michael, Patti & Dacota Hossman 

Kenny Gugenheim 

Shirley Tidwell 

Ronnie & Debby Reno 



Michael Davis—This is the end 
table I cleaned up, sanded and 
finished for my brother and his 
wife.  It is a 20-year old cedar 
stump from Ocala. 

Mary Lou Settle—During this pandemic time and during my 
recovery I made:  2 bunny blanket cuddle buddies, 2 scrubbing 
bubbles child bath toys, 16 double sided knitted potholders, 8 
knitted dish wash cloths, 14 winter hats, some with pompoms, 3 
shawls, knitted cowboy boots for boys and girls, 3 car seat baby 
blankets, 3 baby hats, 1 baby sweater, 1 knitted men's scarf, 1 
large block afghan, and one winter hat for the pastor.    

Where: Hendersonville—First Presbyterian Church 
    When: Thursday, March 4th 
     Time:  1:00 p.m.— 6:00 p.m. 

and 
    When: Tuesday, March 23rd 
     Time:  11:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m. 

 
Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS  

or visit RedCrossBlood.org  and enter:  
       HendersonvilleCM to schedule an appointment 

RED CROSS COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVES 

**************************************************************************************** 

Eva Dye—I have been making photo books from our 
digital pictures. As the boys have grown up, we have 
taken thousands of pictures!  I started organizing 
them and have made books of our favorite pictures 
by year.  It has been so fun to remember trips long 
forgotten or try to figure out why we took a funny 
picture. So far, I’ve completed five books and hope 
to make more!  



DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS—MARCH 

March 1    -    Acts 28 
March 2    -    Hebrews 1 
March 3    -    Hebrews 2 
March 4    -    Hebrews 3 
March 5    -    Hebrews 4 
March 6    -    Reflection 
March 7    -    Reflection 
 
March 8    -    Hebrews 5 
March 9    -    Hebrews 6 
March 10  -    Hebrews 7 
March 11  -    Hebrews 8 
March 12  -    Hebrews 9 
March 13  -    Reflection  
March 14  -    Reflection 
 
March 15  -    Hebrews 10 
March 16  -    Hebrews 11 
March 17  -    Hebrews 12 
March 18  -    Hebrews 13 
March 19  -    Galatians 1 
March 20  -    Reflection 
March 21  -    Reflection 
 
March 22  -    Galatians 2           March 29  -    James 1 
March 23  -    Galatians 3     March 30  -    James 2 
March 24  -    Galatians 4     March 31  -    James 3 
March 25  -    Galatians 5 
March 26  -    Galatians 6 
March 27  -    Reflection 
March 28  -    Reflection 
 
 
Here are questions for the reflection days: 

1. What does this teach me about God, Jesus, or the 

Holy Spirit? 

2. What does this teach about humans? 

3. Where is the good news in the passages? 

4.   How do these passages apply to my life? 

A snowman greeted worshippers on Sunday morning! 

 

Good News Amazon Shoppers! 

Reminder:  First Presbyterian Church signed up as a charitable organ-

ization through Amazon Smile.  This allows you to shop and help 

First Presbyterian Church at the same time.  When you make pur-

chases through Amazon Smile, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price 

of your eligible purchases to the charity of your choice!  If you want 

Amazon to donate to First Presbyterian Church, you will need to start each shopping session at the URL 

smile.amazon.com and select FPC as your designated charity.  It’s that simple, You Shop, Amazon Gives. 

 

Look at what we found in the church playground! 



SERMON SCHEDULE 
March 7 – Guest preacher, Steve Martin (Michael on vacation) 
March 14 – The message of the Cross, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (Communion) 
March 21 – A Holy Spirit birth, John 3:14-21 
March 28 – A crown for a king, Mark 11:1-11 (Palm Sunday)  

January 2021 
Revenue    $  18,535.00 
Expenses    $ 21,463.74    
Shortfall     $ - 2,928.74  

 

SESSION ACTION 

 Heard report from Budget Committee 
 Approved transferring surplus of $93,275 from 2020 into 

Reserve Fund 

 Prayed for the congregation 

 Recited new statement of faith written by session 

 Approved January 18 minutes and January 24 Congregational 
Meeting minutes 

 Removed Joey Decker from rolls, attending Brentwood Baptist 

 Heard presbytery report 

 Approved ministry unit reports 

 Heard pastor’s report 

 Moved communion to March 14 

 Approved Bud Anderson as treasurer and Steve Martin as clerk 

***********************************************************************************************************  

Did you guess right?   

Who was our Mystery Member? 

This month’s mystery member was Ian Pettit! 

Often, hymns are born out of personal struggles and hardships.  One such hymn is the 
very beautiful hymn, “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”.  This hymn was written by 
Thomas A. Dorsey.   
 
Thomas A. Dorsey was born in Villa Rica, Georgia in 1899.  His father was a minister 
and the young Dorsey grew up hearing both church music and blues.  In 1919, Dorsey 
relocated to Chicago where he got involved in the growing jazz and blues scene.  In the 

1920s, he played for the blues singer Gertrude “Ma” Rainey under the name “Georgia Tom”.  In 1928, after 
suffering with depression for almost two years, Dorsey had a spiritual reawakening.  After this, Dorsey com-
mitted to writing sacred music.  His early efforts in sacred music were met with opposition as Dorsey incorpo-
rated his blues piano style into this gospel music.   
 
In 1932, while performing at a church, Dorsey received a telegram that his wife had died during childbirth 
while delivering their son.  Twenty-four hours later, he received word that his son had also died.  Out of this 
grief, the song “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” was written.  For the melody of “Precious Lord, Take My 
Hand’, Dorsey adapted the melody from another hymn, “Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone”.  It seems appro-
priate that Dorsey chose the latter hymn for his hymn. 
 
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” has proven to be Dorsey’s most popular hymn.  It was a favorite of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and he often requested that singer Mahalia Jackson sing it at his rallies.  He requested that it 
be played at a rally that he was to attend in Memphis, Tennessee the evening that he was assassinated.  Maha-
lia Jackson sang it at his funeral.  It appears in numerous hymnals and has been published in forty languages.
—Tony Williams 

 

***********************************************************************************************************  
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  2  - Marian Pasinger 

  6  - J.G. Martin 

  8  - John Martin 

  9  - Diana Lynn 

 13  - Shirley Martin 

 Isabella Woods 

 23  - Emily Wilkie 

 27  - Lauren Edmonson 

 Barbara Brooks 

 28  - Michael Davis 

 29  - Chuck Adamson 

 30  - Jennifer Haag 

 Will Masters 

Just a reminder to set your clocks 

forward one hour.  Daylight Savings 

Time begins on Sunday, March 14th.  

You don’t want to be late for church! 


