
GATHERING TO WORSHIP 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville.  The asterisk (*) 
invites all who are able to stand.  Bold designates portion that the 
congregation reads.  There is more information under the section “This 
Morning.” 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OUR CHURCH STORY                                                                                                         Barry Ingram 
 
RECOGNITION OF ELDER EMERITUS RECIPIENTS 
 
PRELUDE                                  How Great Thou Art                            Robert Hobby       
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                            
For Christ’s love compels us into ministry  
because we are convinced that Jesus Christ died for everyone.   
Therefore, those who live should no longer live for themselves  
but for him who died for them and was raised again. 
The church has been entrusted with this message of God’s love.  
For God so loved the world that he gave his only son.   
We are Christ’s ambassadors, 
as though God were making his appeal through us.  
Let us worship God, 
who calls us to serve Christ through our service to others. 
                                                                    

*HYMN 600              In Christ There Is No East or West                 
                                                                                                             
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                        

Gracious God, we confess that we do not meditate on your 
commands and teachings all day long.  We do not keep your word 
before us always and in all things.  Instead, we turn away from your 
demanding truth and wander toward easier options.  Forgive us, we 
pray, for pursuing our own desires rather than yours.  Forgive us for 
growing weary in following you; for failing to pray and work tirelessly 
for justice; for losing hope in your power to transform the powers of 
this world.  Tune our ears to the sound of your justice.  Turn our 
hearts to your commandments and word of grace.  Do not remember 
our sin, but remember your mercy forever.  We pray in Christ’s name. 
Amen.  

 
*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE                                                                         

Friends, God promises to forgive us,  
to put our sins out of God’s own mind and heart.  
In this way, God gives us not just a second chance 
but a new beginning.  
Believe the good news of the gospel: 
our salvation is through faith in Christ Jesus.  
Thanks be to God! Amen.  

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
* RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS                          Glory Be to the Father                          

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, Amen.     
                            

OFFERING OUR LIVES TO GOD 
       OFFERTORY                      I Love to Tell the Story                    Emma Lou Diemer         
      *DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                      
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
 praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
     * PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                                                              
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                  Matthew 28:16-20                              p. 812 
        The Word of the Lord.            
        Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM                                          Hear My Words                               Stephen Paulus 
     
SCRIPTURE READING                               2 Corinthians 5:14-21                            p. 940 
       The Word of the Lord.            
        Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                        “Compelled by Christ’s Love”               Rev. Michael Davis  
   

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
*HYMN 550                           We Are the Church                    
 
LITANY OF THANKS 

There are different kinds of gifts,  
but the same Spirit distributes them. 
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  
There are different kinds of working,  
but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 
If anyone aspires to be an elder, it is a noble task. 
An elder is patient, hospitable, gentle, and peaceable. 
He or she serves Christ through their service to others. 
 
 

Thank you Lord, for calling elders to lead your church. 
Through these 150 years, elders have inspired, led, and served this 
congregation.   
Thank you for the women and men who embraced your call to lead. 
Thank you for the gifts you gave them to build up and equip the 
church. 
Now to God who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  
To God be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                    

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.   
Amen. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                         

We believe in God, 
Creator of the universe, 
Giver of every good gift, 
Author of life itself. 
 
We believe in Jesus Christ, 
who reminded us of the coming of God’s kingdom, 
who commanded us to care for those in need, 
who taught us to store up treasures in heaven, not on earth, 
and who gave us the example of self-giving love. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
who inspires us to faithful stewardship of God’s gifts, 
in whom we live and move and have our being, 
by whom all things are possible. 
 
We believe that God has given us gifts to be shared freely and 
generously, in a spirit of love and joy. 

 
*HYMN 553                                  Go to the World! 
 
*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
*RESPONSE 393                Blest Be The Tie That Binds 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

 
 *POSTLUDE                   In Christ There Is No East or West                      Dale Wood 
                 
_______ _____________________________________________________ 
 



We are delighted you have joined us to worship the Lord Jesus Christ.  
We hope you are encouraged in your faith and feel at home.  Please let 
us know a bit about you by taking a moment to fill out the Visitors’ 
portion of the Attendance Register in the black folder on the pew. There 
is an attended nursery for infants and children thru age 2.  Restrooms 
are accessible through the front, right doors and upstairs.   If you need 
directions to the nursery, restrooms, or any other assistance, please ask 
one of the ushers.  If you would like more information on the church, 
there are brochures in the narthex. 
 
THIS MORNING 

 The Litany of Thanks is based on 1 Corinthians 12 and 1 Timothy 3. 

 The affirmation of faith was written by Allen and Sara Ewing-
Merrill in the Alive Now journal. 

 This week’s liturgist is Amy Bish. 

 This week’s acolyte is Jenny Sibomana. 

 During our worship service, we “Pass the peace,” continuing a 
tradition that goes back to the origins of the Christian church. 
Jesus extended peace as a greeting, and the Apostle Paul begins 
his letters with a prayer for peace. Each week we intentionally 
wait until after we have acknowledged the gospel of God’s 
forgiveness to exchange the peace that should naturally result. As 
we shake hands with (or hug) one another, one person says, “The 
peace of Christ be with you,” and the other responds, “And also 
with you.” Extending the peace of Christ to one another 
symbolizes our unity amidst a world of divisions.  

 Another unifying tradition, specific to our church for several years 
now, is singing “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” at the end of each 
worship service. The old hymn captures the significance of our 
relationships. 

 Audio Sermons are now available on the church website!  Visit 
www.hendersonvillefpc.org.  They are located on the front page 
of the website. 

 This week’s nursery volunteer is: Linda Ballenger. Next Week: 
Brenda Heinrich. 

 Church Lock-up Schedule – This Week: Janna Willis.  Next Week: 
Michael Davis. 

 Statistics for October 13, 2019 
o Attendance – 149 

 
************************************************************ 
 
Giving Opportunities:  Our celebration of 150 years of serving Christ 
through our service to others is an opportunity to share your financial gifts 
with the church.  We will be replacing some of the diseased trees on our 
property.  You can designate your gifts to new trees, the Pastor's 
Discretionary Fund that helps church members with financial difficulties, or 
the Pay It Forward Fund that will enrich ministry in the future. 
 
 

Your Own No-Cost Food Ministry:  Whenever family, friends, or neighbors 
are sick, struggling, or simply exhausted, why not take them a meal when 
you go visit? The chest freezer in Martin Hall is freshly stocked with leftover 
barbecue and buns from the church picnic . . . in addition to what was 
already there. Please feel free to help yourself anytime and put the food to 
good use! 
 
Sew Many Blessings:  Sew Many Blessings will begin meeting the third 
Monday of each month to work on several things.  Come join us at our next 
meeting on October 21st at 1:00 p.m. for fellowship and a bit of cutting up 
and sewing. 
 
Women’s Bible Study:  Just a reminder that the Presbyterian Women 
started a new bible study entitled Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the 
Ten Commandments in September.  Please plan to join them on the second 
Tuesday monthly at 10:30 a.m.  
 
Contribution Statements:  Your quarterly contribution statements are 
available for pickup today in the front narthex. 
 
Elder Nominating Committee:  It is that time of year again when our Elder 
Nominating committee begins their important work of discerning and 
calling our new Elder class.  Our team includes: 
 
JT Thompson (Session Liaison)  Paul Decker 
Kelly Horton (Session Liaison)   Laurie Dishman 
Jim Applewhite    Tom Williams 
Kathy Campbell 
    
We would love to hear from you on potential members that you feel may 
be called to serve.  Feel free to put their names in the offering plate! 
 
Community Singers Concert:  The Hendersonville Community Singers 
present Thanks for the Memories – A Farewell Performance on Thursday, 
November 14th at 7:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church.  This will be their 
final performance.  The Hendersonville Community Singers are disbanding.  
They would like to say thank you to their faithful patrons for all the 
wonderful years of support and hope they enjoy this final performance.  For 
more information, please contact Tom Williams at 615-757-3042 or 
tomwms1964@gmail.com . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Sesquicentennial Celebration 
 

 

 
 

 
172 West Main Street - Hendersonville, TN 37075 

Office: 615-824-8604 / Fax: 615-824-3631 
www.hendersonvillefpc.org  

 
 

Sunday, October 20, 2019 
 
 
 

Responding to God’s love and grace, 
our vision is to serve Christ through service to others 

 

http://www.hendersonvillefpc.org/
mailto:tomwms1964@gmail.com
http://www.hendersonvillefpc.org/

